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Chesapeake Bay Leaders Say 2010 Bay Cleanup Goal Will Not Be Met

By Karl BlankenshipChesapeake Bay Journal

The (Chesapeake) Bay cleanup's top policymaking bodyafity acknowledged in
December that 2010 will come and go without meeting itsezstone goal-cleaning up the
Chesapeake.

"I think you probably could have come to that conclusio years ago,"
acknowledged Maryland Gov. Martin O'Malley, chair of €leesapeake Executive
Council.

"No, we are not going to hit [the goal] by 2010. Not onwlager quality, not on the
nutrient reduction, not on the sediment issues," Gov.aley said.

But he and other members of the council insisted at&n@inal meeting December
5 that cleanup efforts were accelerating. And, Gov. @d¥aaid, the region should have
policies in place by the end of 2010 that would ultimatelyieve the clean Bay goal.

To help accomplish that, the council signed a pledgedieir695,000 acres of
forest by 2020 because whenever forests are converteuetouses, water pollution
typically increases.

Individual council members also agreed to "champion” varissues that could
move restoration efforts forward, such as promoting loslic ethanol production and
"green" infrastructure in cities.

Still, Gov. O'Malley wouldn't predict how long it withke to restore the
Chesapeake, saying it depended on whether federal governereaisied Bay cleanup
spending.

"A lot of progress is possible," he said. "When exactywill hit that goal is going
to be dependent, in part, on the sort of leadership ti@enrghows at the highest level.”

A spate of recent reports, including several from tha,ERve shown that the region will
fall far short of its nutrient and sediment reductioalg@imed at restoring the Bay's water
quality. Senior officials have nonetheless been rettidtapublicly acknowledge that they
would miss another major cleanup milestone.

The reason for the 2010 deadline dates to the resolutiolawkait against the
EPA in 1999. As part of the settlement, the agency must wicleanup plan known as a
Total Maximum Daily Load for the the Bay unless it nsegater quality standards by May
2011.

The Clean Water Act requires a TMDL for any waterweat fails to meet its
water quality standards-conditions that make waterwafgsfer both humans and aquatic
life.
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The Executive Council set the 2010 deadline in its Chesa@é@keagreement,
hoping to head off the need for a TMDL which has meglatory provisions and more
rigid requirements than the tributary strategies sta®s written to reduce Bay pollution.
But writing a TMDL covering the Bay watershed is a hugereise. Planning for it has
already begun and further work will have begin soomsuee the process, which must
include opportunities for public review, is completed on schedule

"Candor compels us to say we're not going to be whereiant to be by 2010,"
said Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine.

The Executive Council oversees the 24-year-old statedeGhesapeake
restoration effort. It includes the governors of MangdaPennsylvania and Virginia; the
EPA administrator; the mayor of the District of Qoloia; and the chair of the Chesapeake
Bay Commission, which represents state legislators.

While not members of the Executive Council, represamstior Delaware, West
Virginia, New York and the U.S. Department of Agricultalso attended the meeting.

Reducing the amounts of nitrogen and phosphorus enteringathkal® been the
cornerstone of Chesapeake restoration efforts datit§8@, when the Executive Council
signed an agreement promising a 40 percent nutrient reduct@®0By which was missed.
At the current rate of implementation, various repoatgelsuggested that the region is not
likely to achieve its nutrient and sediment reductiongaatil 2025, or even later.

Because it takes years for many actions to becomedti#igtive, actual restoration
could lag by another decade, or until about 2035.

Gov. O'Malley said 2008 would be a year of "recommitmenBay restoration.
"Failure is not an option. We have to move forward."

As evidence of progress, council members pointed to new tiegigdorcing
reductions at wastewater treatment plants, and to steppBdyugpending.

Gov. Kaine, for instance, said that in the last twarg, Virginia had spent or
committed roughly $700 million for wastewater treatmennfplgogrades, putting the state
on track for sewage plants to meet discharge goals by 2010.

"If you look at each of the state's efforts, you waade a pretty significant
acceleration of regulatory strategies and actual funditign the last two or three years,"
Gov. Kaine said.

Other states also expect to come close to goaleveage plants in 2010 or shortly
thereatfter.

But the more vexing problem of controlling nutrient runodinfr the land remains.
Runoff is growing as urban and suburban areas expand overofritre watershed.

Pollution from agriculture, the largest single sourcaufients to the Bay, could
increase substantially in coming years as farmers plané corn to meet demand for
ethanol.

Gov. Ed Rendell, who said five new ethanol plantsrararious stages of approval
in his state, pledged to set up a biofuel summit in tharapgear that would explore ways
to accelerate the use of cellulosic material, sudwatshgrass, for ethanol instead of corn.

"Corn-based ethanol contributes significantly to agrigal runoff and that runoff
goes into the Bay," Gov. Rendell said. "If cellulodiicamol becomes a viable means of
producing substitutes for fossil fuels, the Chesapeakestgs can benefit tremendously
both economically and environmentally."

Although progress has been difficult, Gov. O'Malleyexltestoring the Bay a
"moral imperative" and said it is an objective the puinlezeasingly demands. "l can't
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remember a time in my life when there was so muchipsbpport for improving our
environment," he said.

Gov. Kaine agreed, "The citizens get this, and they wato really start
producing, and that is a sign of hope."

At the Executive Council meeting, various Bay cleanupigpénts agreed to
"champion" issues or programs with the goal of gathanformation that could be used
by others. Among the issues championed are:

EPA: Improve cooperation with other federal agencies on B&ted issues such as the
development of the U.S. Navy's low impact developmefity Part of that effort will be
the completion this spring of a Bay restoration plat thtegrates the actions of all federal
agencies.

Virginia: Control pollution from agriculture through a targetedgoeon that focuses 80
percent of the state's effort and resources on fiva;affective actions to reduce farm
pollution: implementing nutrient management plans; ptanstreamside buffers; installing
stream bank fencing to keep farm animals out of waterveayservation tillage which
reduces erosion; and planting cover crops that helpstarlaimutrients left in the ground
after harvest.

Maryland: Promote local government involvement by sponsoring al'leadership
summit” that focuses on finding ways to make local goventsneommunities and
citizens true partners in the cleanup effort.

Create a Chesapeake Bay Venture Capital Technology Byrdrote
investments in technologies that could accelerate Bagnagion efforts. The state
committed an initial $250,000 for the fund, which will be rhatt by the EPA.

Improve accountability in the Bay cleanup through new amhesmsuch as
Maryland's "BayStat" program, which seeks to targetktasmcl measure the impact of
restoration practices.

Work with Virginia, the Chesapeake Bay Commission staieholders to develop
actions that enhance the blue crab stock.

Pennsylvania: Sponsor a "biofuels summit" in partnership with the <aipeake Bay
Commission to explore ways to accelerate the uselbflosic material, such as
switchgrass for sources of ethanol instead of corn. &wiiggest increased corn
production to fuel the demand for ethanol could sharply asgday pollution, while
crops such as switchgrass could reduce runoff.

Support a study to better understand the movement of seditnamped behind the
Conowingo Dam on the Susquehanna River. The reservomd#ie dam has gradually
been filling and, once filled, would lead to a huge increaske amount of sediment
reaching the Bay.

District of Columbia: Promote green development techniques, including the useeaf gr
infrastructure, such as planting urban trees, to reducdfrun

Chesapeake Bay CommissioniVork with Pennsylvania on a biofuels summit to
promotes cellulosic ethanol.
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Lead the region's action to secure funding from Congecespdrade the Blue
Plains wastewater treatment plant in the Distric€olumbia, which is the largest single
nutrient discharger in the Bay watershed.

Continue work to build support for Bay-related activitieshe Farm Bill.

Delaware: Sponsor a workshop on carbon sequestration to help antifities on
agricultural and forest lands that contribute to ChedagpBay restoration efforts and
absorb carbon dioxide, which contributes to global cintdiange.

West Virginia: Work with Maryland to improve local government involvernby
focusing on upstream localities.

(Reprinted from the January 2008 issue, Chesapeake Bay Journal)

Links: Progress of Chesapeake Bay Cleanup
Chesapeake Bay Commission Reports Progress During First Mgy Of New Year

Gearing up for the new year, théesapeake Bay Commissibeld a productive meeting
last week in Annapolis, Maryland, reported Sen. Mike Wiy ork).

Rep. Art Hershey (R-Chester) was elected Chairmaneo€ommission during the
meeting. Other Pennsylvania members include: Rep. Michadd $D-Lancaster),
Department of Environmental Protection Secretary Kathie@inty, Sen. Mike
Brubaker (R-Lancaster), Rep. Russ Fairchild (R-Mifflimy¢d &eorge Wolff, a citizen
member of the Commission.

Among the many topics discussed during the Commissiosigfiarterly meeting
of the year was a plan to co-host a Cellulosic Bitsf@&immit in September 2008, along
with Gov. Rendell.

The Summit will be held in conjunction with the third cigaly Commission
meeting, and is a follow-up to one of the recommendafroms the Commission's
Biofuels and the Bayeport released in 2007.

"This Cellulosic Biofuels Summit is timely considegiRennsylvania's efforts to
move towards energy independence through the use of élterfueels," said Sen. Waugh,
who has introduce8pecial Session Senate Bill tdlencourage the planting and use of
switch grass and other perennial grasses in the makicgjlolosic ethanol.

In addition to the summit, the Commission has agreedipport new funding for
conservation practices in the Federal Farm Bill, a§ asechampion efforts to upgrade the
Blue Plains Wastewater Treatment Plant in Washingto@, Dhe largest treatment plant
in the Bay area, it needs improvements to reduce tregeit pollution being released into
the Bay.

Similar efforts for Pennsylvania are being discussed, alhtevon the agenda for
the state's Commission Delegation meetings througheutear.

Additional topics at the meeting included a strategy ttdlstate-local partnerships
to further implement the forest and land conservataaiggrecently established by the
Chesapeake Executive Council and innovative solutions tdesiate agricultural
conservation efforts in the Bay watershed.
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The election of the 2008 Commission Officers were haid, the Chairmanship, as
was slated, returned to Pennsylvania with the electiétepf Art Hershey as the 2008
Commission Chairman.

"I am pleased that Rep. Hershey will be leading us in 2G@8d'Sen. Waugh. "He
is a good man who is very dedicated to the effortb®@Commission."

Rep. Hershey announced his retirement from the Hoube &t of this year.

Created in 1980, the Chesapeake Bay Commission is at&iggoup that serves in
an advisory role to the members of the General Askesntf Pennsylvania, Maryland,
and Virginia on matters of Bay-wide concern. Of itsi@dmbers, 15 are lawmakers — five
each from PA, MD, and VA.
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On the Hill

Session Schedule

The Senate and House will return to voting session th& afeganuary 14, then off a
week for Martin Luther King’s birthday, and then back anuhry 28.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidlive online.

On the Senate/House Agenda/Bills Introduced

The Senate and House published floor Calendars for Jabtianyd committee
schedules—

Calendars
House (January 14):House Resolution 50@eorge-D-Clearfield) directing DEP and the

PUC to evaluate measures to manage the transition femtnieity price caps and to
minimize the impact on residential customers.

Senate (January 14)Senate Bill 491Robbins-R-Mercer) limiting the liability of
landowners making property available for recreational pugose

Committees

House: the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee rteeetsisideiHouse
Resolution 464Hanna-D-Center) urging the Federal Emergency Managefgamtcy to
review and update flood insurance maps every 10 year$i@nek Resolution 546
(George-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to investigate gdsaargy prices; and the
Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee meets to dis@&38 Committee business.
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Senate:the Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Coramitets to consider
Senate Bill 949Kasunic-D-Somerset) making changes to the Bituminowas Kme
Safety Act in part based on recommendations madeth&&t002 Quecreek Mine Rescue.

Other: the Joint Air and Water Pollution Control and Conation Committee
Environmental Issues Forum featuring Kathleen Cowles Banglctor of thePA Center
for Environmental Education

Bills Introduced
The following bill of interest were introduced this week—

Utility Shutoff: House Bill 2134(Preston-D-Allegheny) making changes to the utility
shutoff, reconnection requirements.

Heating Oil Price Freeze:Senate Bill 1240 (Rhoades-R-Schuylkill) would freeze the
price of heating oil at the price of heating oil at tinee the bill is signed into lawnot
online yet) NewsClip: Rhoades Introduces Heating Oil Price Freeze

Senate Committee Set to Consider Mine Safety Law Update

The Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Commi
meets on January 15 to consi@emate Bill 949Kasunic-D-
Somerset) making the first comprehensive revisions to the
Bituminous Coal Mine Safety Act in 45 years, in-parddzh
on recommendations made after #®2 Quecreek Mine
Rescue

The bill would—

* Creates a Coal Mine Safety Board to promulgate
regulations and continually review and recommend the
use of new mine safety technologies. The Board would
be composed of representatives from the industry, laak DEP. A key shortcoming
of our current law is the inability of any entity to prolgate regulations;

* Provides the specifications for emergency shelter chanbemderground mines;

* Better ensures the availability and transfer of ma@3EP, as well as giving DEP
statewide authority to copy all mine maps; enables DERtablish a central map
repository database;

» Brings state law in line with federal standards where qpjaie;

» Eliminates obsolete language and provides clarity whectigaale; and

* Provides for greater responsibility for operators to enthe safety within mines.

Sen. Mary Jo White (R-Venango) serves as MajorityiGifehe Senate

Environmental Resources and Energy Committee and SerM&styg (D-Luzerne) serves

as Minority Chair.

For more information, visit thEenate Environmental Resources and Energy

Committee webpage
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Flood Mapping, Energy Price Resolutions to Be Considered byddise Committee

House Environmental Resources and Energy Committee toeatssider resolutions
urging an update of the state’s flood control maps andngi@ssional investigation of
energy prices. The resolutions include:
* House Resolution 46@Hanna-D-Center) urging the Federal Emergency Management
Agency to review and update flood insurance maps every 10 pea's;
» House Resolution 54@eorge-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to investigate gas and
energy prices.
Rep. Bud George (D-Clearfield) serves as Majority Chiadt Rep. Scott
Hutchinson (R-Venango) serves as Minority Chair.

Senate Appropriations Releases Budget Hearing Schedule

The Senate Appropriations Committee this week releassedhedule of budget hearings
starting February 25 and ending March 6. The Governor’s Bustigress will be
February 5. Here are some highlights—

February 25: Budget Secretary Budget Hearing, 3:00
February 28: Department of Agriculture, 9:00
Department of Health, 10:30
March 4: Department of Conservation and Natural Reseuc@0
Department of Transportation, 1:15
March 5: Department of Environmental Protection, 3:00
March 6: Department of Community and Economic Develagnie15

All hearings will be held in Hearing Room 1, North i©Odf Building.
Sen. Gib Armstrong (R-Lancaster) serves as Maj@figir of the Committee and
Sen. Gerald LaValle (D-Beaver) serves as MinorityiCha

Sen. Vance Proposes Third-Party Study of Chesapeake Bay Tritary Strategy Costs

Sen. Pat Vance (R-Cumberland) this week announced plamsdduce a Senate
resolution that would require a third-party study of thetedor sewage treatment facilities
to execute th€hesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy

Pennsylvania has been working with other states overghena decades to
implement programs to improve the water quality of thed@peake Bay. In 2005 the
governor unveiled Pennsylvania’s bay strategy.

The Strategy was designed by the Department of Environhienatizction to
implement multi-state agreements intended to achigwifisant reductions in the
pollutants that have degraded the bay by 2010. These pollutant®me from a variety of
sources: agriculture, stormwater runoff, wastewateatitment plants, septic systems,
forested lands and atmospheric deposition.
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“A variety of municipalities have voiced concerns abiht costs to implement the
Chesapeake Bay Tributary Strategy,” Sen. Vance said. DEpartment of Environmental
Protection maintains compliance costs could be as $$480 million. Municipalities
believe it could exceed $1 billion. By having a third-party gtilé costs, we will have a
better handle on it and be in a better position t@idan requests for state financial
assistance.”

The resolution would direct the Legislative Budget anthRte Committee to
review estimates of the costs that sewage treatraeihitiés will incur to comply with the
Bay Strategy.

A 2006 resolution authored by Sen. Vance and Rep. JerryrN@&Ho
Mechanicsburg) delayed implementation of the strateggifee months so public and
legislative input could be considered. This input resultedvisions regarding the
implementation and calculation of discharge levelsfbtogen and phosphorus.

“Since 2005, | have been working to have the Pennsylvania Degarof
Environmental Protection address issues surrounding thegstfyaBen. Vance said.
“While we have made progress, more study and work nedmsdone. The strategy has
the potential to significantly increase sewer rates@istomers. It is critical that when
undertaking something of this magnitude that it be thorougthed.”

Environmental Issues Forum Features PA Center for Enviromental Ed

The January 14 Environmental Issues Forum sponsored Byitiid_eqgislative Air and
Water Pollution Control and Conservation Commitglefeature a presentation by
Kathleen Cowles Paul, Director of tRé\ Center for Environmental Education

The program will be held at noon in Room 205 Ryan Building.

PCEE was created through executive order in 1997 to "suppofaa@lizte
environmental education on a statewide basis." The ceriterated at Slippery Rock
University and is administered by the State System gléti Education.

Legislation--Senate Bill 35dMJ.White-R-Venango)—that would establish the
Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Education in lawpeased by the Senate and is
now in the House Appropriations Committee.

The Joint Committee is chaired by Rep. Scott HutchiiBexienango) and Sen.
Ray Musto (D-Luzerne) is vice-chair.

Other News

Drought Watch Lifted in 34 Counties, 20 Counties Remain in Dought Watch

Due to improving conditions in many parts of the state Dhpartment of Environmental
this week lifted thelrought watch declaratioin 34 counties and upgraded Clinton County
from drought warning to drought watch.

A drought watch remains in 20 counties where conditiongvgeoving, but have
not fully recovered.

A drought watch is the first and least severe of the'stéhree drought
declarations. It calls for voluntary conservatiorbgfercent of water use. Under a drought
warning, also a voluntary measure, residents are askeduoe their water consumption
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by 15 percent. A drought emergency calls for mandatory reegdtonon-essential water
use.

The 34 counties removed from the drought watch are Armgti®edford, Blair,
Bradford, Butler, Carbon, Chester, Clarion, ColumbBiaelaware, Erie, Forest, Fulton,
Greene, Lancaster, Lawrence, Lebanon, Lehigh, Luzbtagean, Mercer, Monroe,
Montgomery, Northampton, Philadelphia, Snyder, Some&sdlivan, Susquehanna,
Tioga, Venango, Washington, Wyoming and York.

Counties that remain under drought watch status are Adzeriss, Bucks,
Cambria, Cameron, Centre, Clearfield, Clinton, Cunavet] Dauphin, Elk, Franklin,
Juniata, Lycoming, Montour, Northumberland, Perry, Po&ehuylkill and Union.

DEP first declared a drought watch for 58 counties on Aug. 6.

For the latest on drought conditions and tips on hosat@ water, visit DEP’s
Drought webpage

DEP Recognizes Wellhead Protection Efforts in Bucks, Montgoeny Counties

The Department of Environmental Protection recognized
three southeastern public water suppliers this week for
voluntary efforts to protect drinking water sources.

Southeast Regional Director Joseph A. Feola said the
_ suppliers—Riegelsville Water Authority and Springfield
s,ﬁ'l),f,,h-,,gw‘,,e,_gm,,sa,f,i'egoitm, Township in Bucks County, and the East Greenville Borough

' Water Department in Montgomery County—have
implemented successful wellhead protection programs thatl gudtic and environmental
health in the respective regions.

“Wellhead protection is a commonsense approach to guarding jellith,” said
Feola. “By identifying and minimizing threats to groundwatee ensure the highest
drinking water quality, safeguard residents from water-bdimesses, and support the
economic viability of these communities.”

Source water protection programs are locally desigiadntary efforts to protect
drinking water sources used by public water systems. Thegmsgnay take the form of
watershed protection for surface water sources, wellheddgion for groundwater
sources, or a combination of approaches.

The Riegelsville plan updates a protection area for oiits wfells and includes a
detailed hydrogeologic study of all three wells in theesys The Springfield Township
plan is a joint effort with Lower Saucon Township, Nampton County, and includes
groundwater protection ordinances in both townships to pratsieared resource. The East
Greenville plan addresses the protection of a well andface water intake on Perkiomen
Creek and recommends measures to protect the upper reaghgbldaries of the creek.

All three plans include public education activities.

A wellhead protection program generally includes forming aisteeommittee,
delineating the area to be protected, identifying contamimabarces, educating the
public, establishing contingency and emergency plans for wapgly protection, and
investigating new drinking water sources.

During this process, a water supplier will identify known emwmental
contamination sites, such as leaking underground storageaaakSuperfund sites. The
supplier will also identify potential impacts to watepplies from, among other things,
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registered underground storage tanks, hazardous waste generatand use associated
with agricultural, commercial and industrial operations.

The development and implementation of a wellhead proteptiogram generally
takes several years to plan and obtain DEP approvdi. thétaddition of these three
systems, there are now five approved programs in theessitregion. Each plan has been
tailored to its system’s resources and constraints.

For more information, visit DEP'Source Water Protection webpage

Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund Grant Applications Due Febary 29

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, in partngpshith the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service pnolvide grants to support
innovative conservation practices on farms in the &beske Bay region under its
Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund

Proposals are due February 29.

Grants of up to $1 million each will be awarded to orgditna working directly
with farmers to improve water quality and restore haditat

The Chesapeake Bay Stweardship Fund pools federal dotlanghe U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the National OceanicAtnibspheric Administration,
the U.S. Forest Service, and now NRCS, to make stratagistments in the Chesapeake
Bay's restoration.

For more information, visit th€hesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund webpage
contact Amanda Bassow at 202-857-0166 or send emaihtanda.bassow@nfwf.org

PRWA Seeks Nominations for Annual Conference Awards

ThePennsylvania Rural Water Associatisraccepting nominations for theibute to
Excellence Awardso be presented at its 2008 PRWA Conference banquet in April.

The deadline for nominations is February 1.

Seven awards will be presented to dedicated operators egptiexal water and
wastewater systems throughout Pennsylvania. Nomineescrieed to be PRWA
members.

Each nominee will be recognized at the April 3 awards barmutilow
managers, operators, and board members of the PRWA aaitymu

To make a nominatiormlownload a nomination form

EPA’s Chesapeake Bay Program Seeks to Preserve 100,000 AcreBarests in PA

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agericgesapeake Bay Progrannounced a goal of
permanently protecting 695,000 acres of forests by 2020, withitenm goal of protecting
266,400 acres by 2012.

These goals include 15,000 additional acres in Delaware; 250,@¥Xiacr
Maryland; 100,000 in Pennsylvania; and 315,000 in Virginia, throutsbnad, state or
local programs offered by government agencies or privatethasts.

Forests cover about 58 percent of the Chesapeake Basshed thereby producing
less nutrient runoff because their roots and leaves labg#oogen. It is estimated that the
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region loses about 100 acres of forest a day and fasesat this rate could increase
nitrogen loads to the bay by 1,300 pounds per day.
For more information, visit EPA’§€hesapeake Bay Program webpage

DEP Invites Comments on Six Watershed TMDLS in Three Couties

The Department of Environmental Protection this week idviemments on Total
Maximum Daily Load Plans for six watersheds in thregnt@s. They include:

Monongahela River Watershed, Allegheny CountyDEP will hold a public meeting on
January 22 at 1:00 p.m. at the Greensburg District Mining ©ficake comments on the
plan. Contact: Martin Picklo at 724-925-5517 or sending eimaiipkcklo @state.pa.us

Streets Run Watershed, Allegheny CountyDEP will hold a public meeting on January
22 at 1:00 p.m. at the Greensburg District Mining Office k& tsomments on the plan.
Contact: Bernie Robb at 724-925-5524 or send emdilrtdib @state.pa.us

Georges Creek Watershed, Fayette CountyDEP will hold a public meeting on January
23 at 1:00 p.m. in the Greensburg District Mining Officealcetcomments on the plan.
Contact: Martin Picklo at 724-925-5517 or sending emailtakcklo @state.pa.us

York Run Watershed, Fayette County DEP will hold a public meeting on January 23 at
1:00 p.m. at the Greensburg District Mining Office to take@@nts on the plan. Contact:
Paul Cestoni at 724-925-5518 or send emaiptestoni@state.pa.us

Laural Run Watershed, Somerset County DEP will hold a public meeting on January
24 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cambria District Mining Officeéake comments on the plan.
Contact: John Conrad at 814-472-1894 or send emaildonrad @state.pa.us

Wilson Creek Watershed, Somerset CountyDEP will hold a public meeting on January
24 at 10:00 a.m. at the Cambria District Mining Officeéake comments on the plan.
Contact: Thomas Pongrac at 814-472-1892 or send entgditgrac@state.pa.us

To see a copy of these TMDLs and for more informatisit DEP’sTMDL
webpage

Calling All Young Artists: Clean Water Begins and Ends With You

g ThePartnership for the Delaware Estu#yow accepting entries
on behalf of the Philadelphia Water Department for20@8
“Clean Water Begins and Ends With Ydrawing Contest, an
annual art competition for kindergarten through 12th-grade rstside
throughout the City of Philadelphia.

Deadline for entries is February 22.

For the past nine years, the nonprofit National Estuary
Program has partnered with thgeiladelphia Water Departmetat hold this popular
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contest, the purpose of which is to educate thousandsldfeshevery year about
stormwater runoff pollution, the leading cause of watetamination throughout the
Delaware Estuary.

First-place drawings from four age categories will lzueed on car-card
advertisements celebrating the 38th anniversary of Eayh Dhese, along with 12 other
award-winning entries, will be published in a calendar avalél free to the public.
Other prizes to be awarded at a ceremony in April inclteledd certificates, a variety of
art supplies, and gift cards ranging from $25 to $100.

“Each year we honor the winners and their teachatseafairmount Water Works
Interpretive Center,” said Ed Grusheski, general manaigaublic affairs at the PWD.
“It's a great setting in which to reward these youngster their artistic achievements in
an effort to educate the public about protecting the regioauable water resources.”

The first school to submit 100 qualified entries or moréheyFebruary 22
deadline will receive a $500 gift card for school supplidad each teacher of a winning
student will receive a $25 gift card toward the purchaset slugplies.

Stormwater runoff occurs whenever water from rain otedesnow flows over
watertight surfaces such as driveways, sidewalks, aeetstr Rather than naturally
soaking into the ground, this stormwater picks up debris, cladgsnend other pollutants
on its way into storm drains. It is then frequentlycHarged directly into the water bodies
we use for swimming, fishing, drinking water and more.

To learn more about this form of non-point source poliutéiad the “Clean Water
Begins and Ends With You” Drawing Contest, please cadl Ress at 800-445-4935,
extension 106 or visit theartnership for the Delaware Estuary website

Erosion and Stormwater Inspection Workshop in Westmoreland Januan25

To help inspectors better know when these erosion andwssabemcontrols are being
installed and maintained properly, the Westmoreland Countygg&vation District will
host a short course for construction site inspectdlexica/erifying Proper Installation of
Site Controls,” on January 25.

The workshop will start from 7:30 a.m. to noon, at thetfint office on Donohoe
Road in Greensburg.

Highways, utility lines, housing developments, shoppingers and just about any
major construction undertaking has inspectors who fretyueisit the jobsite to make sure
that the work is being done properly.

One of the many things they have to keep an eye on atertiporary and
permanent controls installed on the constructiontsiteeep the loosened soil out of any
nearby streams and to control the rainwater thatotfribe site.

The informative event will include a discussion of hawttols are detailed on
construction site plans and their proper sequencing, angrdiper installation of erosion
controls such as channels, turf reinforcement mat, @ldaonstruction entrances and
loading areas.

Attendees also will receive information about the praoastruction of sediment
basins and traps, and the proper installation of bottydtiles and stormwater
management controls such as porous pavements, wet poddsyrebays.
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Presenters include technical experts from the Distritte areas of erosion and
sediment control and stormwater control, and DarleiRqeest, PE, from the Department
of Environmental Protection.

Breakfast is included in the course fee of $20. Spacmiieti and the last day to
register is January 18.

To register, visit th&Vestmoreland Conservation District’s webstall 724-837-
5271, ext. 210; or send email totristie @wcdpa.com
Nutrient Credits Used to Reduce Impact of Susquehanna Caty Development

The Department of Environmental Protection this week amaltlve use afiutrient
creditsto reduce the water quality impact of a planned resortraamty in Ararat
Township, Susquehanna County.

The Preserve at Dunn Lake becomes the first new develapgsnoject in
northeastern Pennsylvania to use the cost-effectivenaitees.

"After thoroughly evaluating the factors associated Witk National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System permit, the developerseho apply for it using a cost-
effective alternative to reducing pollution runoff,” saiE® Northeast Regional Director
Michael Bedrin.

Bedrin explained that the developer was required to evahoai-elischarge
alternatives, conduct a social-economic justificatioalysis for the project, and use the
department's water quality anti-degradation regulatiopaasof its application and
decision to participate in the nutrient credit tradinggpam. The requirements were also
necessary given discharges from the development evilb la high quality cold water
fishery.

The Preserve at Dunn Lake will include 37 vacation homes aihd a 30-room inn
with a restaurant and banquet facilities. DEP grantethplg approval for the project in
July 2006.

The permit allows the resort community to discharge 19,00@ngeof treated
sewage per day to the East Branch of the Lackawanna River.

Most of the Chesapeake Bay, and many of its tributdraess been listed as
impaired by the federal Clean Water Act. As part of atirstaite effort to restore the bay's
health, new requirements water quality standards foilemisrand sediment pollution were
enacted.

This state's nutrient reduction plan includes effortsittmize impacts from point
sources, like sewage treatment plants, as well as nahgources, such as agricultural
runoff.

The credits that are traded in the program can be medhHay developers, which
allows them to have a certain amount of nutrienthér discharge equivalent to what has
been purchased and removed elsewhere in the watershed.

For this project, the developer entered into a contrabtthe Red Barn Trading
Company, a Lancaster firm that represents farmersaghee to remove manure from their
fields and ship it to areas outside of the Chesapeak&B&yshed. The manure would be
used as a soil conditioner in nutrient deficient acedaside of the watershed.

"The nutrient trading concept has shown itself to beessful in reducing overall
levels of nitrogen and phosphorus,” said Bedrin. "Ratlaer tepending on expensive
capital upgrades to the project, nutrient trading provides aigaband cost-effective
means of reaching our state's federally mandated watetycgyedls."
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For more information, visit DEPSutrient Trading webpage

Time to Renew Your Aging (Infrastructure) System, Februay 7-8 Workshop

The PA Section American Water Works Associatisrsponsoring a two-day workshop in
Philadelphia on new tools to help renew aging infrastrucinréebruary 7-8.

Water systems carry the lifeblood of modern societyyiging the service needed
to maintain public health and drive community growth. Tieevards of these systems are
faced with finding water-main renewal technologies capabkustaining long-term
community needs.

This seminar builds on asset management principles, pravisigsctured
framework for rationalizing water-main renewal technglognd supports participants in
filling their "renewal tool box" with material and inf&dion options compatible with their
objectives and regional environmental constraints. ¢iaatits will experience hands-on
use of the tools presented.

This workshop would be helpful to asset managers, utildpagers, capital
planners, engineering staff, technical staff and disidhuiperators.

The instructors will be Chris Macey, PE National TechhEpecialist, UMA
Engineering Ltd., Winnipeg, Manitoba and Peter Oram, Ssoéate Metcalf and Eddy
Inc., Atlanta, Georgia.

For more information and to register, visit thene to Renew Your Aging System
Workshop webpage

Allegheny Land Trust Protects Last Undeveloped Island in Aégheny County

TheAllegheny Land Trusannounced the
protection of the 14-acre Sycamore Island located
in the Allegheny River near Blawnox. The
Colcom Foundatioprovided full funding for the
conservation of the island.

The last remaining privately owned
undeveloped island in Allegheny County,
Sycamore Island hosts a unique floodplain
hardwood forest — among the most rare plant

community types globally.

The Allegheny County Natural Heritage Inventory includgdasnore Island as
part of the “Allegheny River Biological Diversity Area/hich has a ranking of “High
Significance.”

“The conservation of Sycamore Island through the gersesapport of the Colcom
Foundation ensures that this undeveloped island and its eadjeglucational and
recreational benefits will be forever protected,” saiy Rraynyk, Executive Director of
the Allegheny Land Trust, a local nonprofit land conagon organization that
successfully negotiated the purchase.

“This is an extremely exciting project,” said Colcono§mam Director Carol
Zagrocki. “Sycamore Island is truly a rare conservatipportunity in the county.”

Recreational boaters frequently visit Sycamore Isladch has been proposed as
a docking location for the Allegheny River Trail proje¢the Friends of the Riverfront.
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Conservation of the island will create a unique oppaguar the public to visit and
experience a wild and natural island within an urban county

Additionally, Allegheny Land Trust hopes to use Sycamsland as a
demonstration site for education about invasive speamsva and water quality
improvements along rivers, creating a special moddlutore study.

“We will face some stewardship challenges such as remaighgs that has
collected on the island over the years from floodaid #\LT’s Project Committee Chair,
Tim Stanny, “but we are committed to fulfilling our missiof caring for the local lands
we protect.”

One of Sycamore Island’s most unique characteristidgisthe 14-acre island is
actually growing in size due to its location on thedesof a river bend where silt and
sediment are deposited.

Allegheny Land Trust is celebrating its 15th year protgdamd in Allegheny and
Washington Counties. Since incorporating in 1993, Alleghemg Oaust has protected
more than 1,350 acres in 18 municipalities.

To learn more, visit théllegheny Land Trust websiter call 412-741-2750.

Reduce Costs by Using Low Impact Development Practices

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has releasesvagport Reducing
Stormwater Costs through Low Impact Development Stregemnd Practicgswhich
contains 17 case studies from across North Americaltbat the economic viability of
LID practices.

Using these practices in construction projects canrcasts while improving
environmental results.

LID practices are innovative stormwater management pesctd manage urban
stormwater runoff at its source. The goal is to mitheway water moved through an area
before it was developed by using design technigues thatatdiltevapotranspirate, and
reuse runoff close to its source.

Some common LID practices include rain gardens, grassddsswaterns, rain
barrels, permeable pavements and green roofs. LID praaticeeasingly are used by
communities across the country to help protect and restey quality.

The report highlights examples that, in most casesicesproject costs while
improving environmental performance. Total capital savingged from 15 to 80 percent,
with a few exceptions in which LID project costs whigher than conventional
stormwater management costs. As LID practices become common, it is likely that
they will become cheaper to use.

A copy of the report is available online

New PCEE Environmental Ed Connections Newsletter Now Oniie

TheJanuary EE Connectiojthe environmental education newsletter published by the
Pennsylvania Center for Environmental Educgtismow available online.

Highlight: The PCEE maintains a list of Pennsylvania orgdions that often have
environmental education positions available. Check out thisti thevebsite
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General News:DEP Awards Three Million in Recycling Performance Gsafalendar
Highlights Threatened Pennsylvania Flora, PNC Bank Traden'@reen Branch’ Term,
Training for Home Energy Assessments Offered

K-12 News:'Protect Our Watersheds' Art Contest, Award Creatsg Rrogramming for
RiverQuest, Chester County Schools Recognized for Bihdfse| Recycling Curricula
Added to Online Library, Journey North's 'Citizen ScieReeject, 'Creating a Green
Neighborhood' Essay Contest

Higher Education: International 'Global Excellence' Conference CallRapers,
Sustainable Food Purchasing Policy Guide Released, Wais€€Offered on Climate
Neutral Planning, Villanova University Unveils New Solardite System

Professional DevelopmentKeystone Coldwater Conservation Conference, Feb2&ry
23, Wild Resources Symposium, February 28, Online EETAP Codrsaounced,
Scholarships Available

Grants/Awards: WREN Accepting 2008 Grant Applications, Soliciting Nominasidor
Government Leaders in Conservation, REAP Guidelinppligation Available to Farmers
‘Toyota TAPESTRY Grants' Still Available, Entries f8hildren’'s Contests Due Jan. 31

Contributions welcome! The Center receives newsir@odmation from a variety
of sources across Pennsylvania and beyond. We apprdtc@itéha organizations,
agencies and individuals who provide EE services and staredtevant information.

If you would like to contribute to future issues of EE Canioms, please submit
your article before the 15th of the month. Articdé®uld be of statewide interest and are
subject to space availability.

Share EE Connections! If you know of others who would epate receiving EE
Connections, please complete theline formor call 724-738-9020.

To see all of the resources available, visitRe@nsylvania Center for
Environmental Educatiowebsite.

PA Assn. for Environmental Ed 2008 Conference — Early Registratin Due

“LEEAP IN! Linking Environmental Education and Play in Najtiie the theme of the
2008 PA Association of Environmental Education Conferenctos&ebruary 28 to
March 2 in Antiochian Village Camp and Conference Ceméar Ligonier, Pa.

The deadline for early-bird registrations is January 15.

Conference tracks include Human Health and the EnvironBest,Practices in
the Field, Outdoor Family Fun, and EE in the Classroom.

A full complement of workshops, on-site field studias] aff-site field
experiences will be offered throughout the weekend, alatigexhibits, entertainers, great
food, and conference fun!

The 2008 conference committee is pleased to announcRithaElood and Joseph
Cornell are confirmed as 2008 conference keynote speakers.
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Rick Flood is a sustainability expert with 15 years exgeugadership in the
environmental education field. His expertise lies in sustéensystems for energy,
buildings, water conservation, waste assimilatiod, faed systems.

Mr. Flood’s presentation, Environmental Education’s FutBmls, Bugs, and
Bogs?, will kick-off the 2008 conference weekend, as he swuiseto consider
environmental education in the context of climate chasgecies extinction, and global
consumption and to ask ourselves, “Is it our job ttefogenerations of nature-lovers, or
should we be creating people devoted to sustainability?”

Rick will help us to explore themes that are at the adwhat we do and why, and
challenge and inspire us to imagine what might be.

Joseph Cornell is one the most inspiring nature educattine world today. His
first book, Sharing Nature with Children, sparked a worldw@®lution in nature
education and became a classic.

His six Sharing Nature Books have been translated intotymenguages. In 1978,
Mr. Cornell founded Sharing Nature Worldwide, a popular agtlihiacclaimed nature
awareness program. He is the honorary president of plae Mature Game Association,
an organization of 11,000 leaders who use and promote his edtwration philosophy
and methods in Japan and Southeast Asia.

Mr. Cornell will present Balancing Science with Loaethe PAEE Annual
Banquet on Saturday, March 1, 2008. Joseph will discuss theeurole that calm
feeling, or intuition, plays in our understanding, empathy, desire to act and will
provide many innovative techniques for encouraging love anda@atiee Earth.

Prior to his keynote presentation, Joseph is faciiggin on-site field study
entitled Sharing Nature, an opportunity to experience manyeatareness games from
Joseph Cornell's Sharing Nature books. Participants 8l ekperience Flow Learning--
a powerful tool to lead people from their present levelvedreness into closer contact
with nature.

For more information and to register, visit tHeEAP IN! Linking Environmental
Education and Play in Nature webpage

Environmental Education Resources Supported By EPA

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has supportediety ofenvironmental

education resourcder students, teachers and the public. Here is a sagnpfiwhat’s

available—

» Elementary school teachers will find the07 Love-A-Tree kion land conservation a
valuable addition to Virginia studies and nature resowieace;

* For the summer, there are the 2@0Tmer professional developmemportunities;
Teachers can bring the world of water into their ctam withProject WET

» Teach about wildlife witliProject WILD,

* Climb into the world of forestry witRroject Learning Tree

* Read the EPA’s Chesapeake Bay Program's definitioivefeaningful Watershed
Education Experien¢and

» Learn more abouiutdoor classroomand how you can start one of your own!

For more information, visit EPA'Seacher Resources webpage

Healthy Home Solutions Workshop Offers Personal Sustainable Ling Tips
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Springside Schoah Philadelphia will host a Health Home Solution class
on January 29 that will focus on ways to enhance th&tand
performance of your living space offered by school alumhaAright of
* Wright Design

Learn where your valuable resources are being wasteatn heays
to incorporate simple, healthy, and enjoyable practicashi
revolutionize your quality of life and how to avoid hedidrards in your

lifestyle.

Lili's work has been featured in interior design magazswueh aétlanta Homes
andLifestyles, Style, andVeranda, and is showcased in many prestigious residences across
the country.

Wright's eco-effective approach to interior design wwenthe 2004 Watershed
Hero Award for Innovation. She is a member of theoewdit advisory board of
www.GreenHomeGuide.cora web-based resource for homeowners, and shelgctive

speaks to local groups on topics of healthy living, sustairgdsdgn, and building
practices.

Most recently, Wright was selected to join the cdst new TV show currently in
development called Going Green.

The class will be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. and is opéhg@ommunity; there is
a fee for the program.

January 18 Rachel Carson Forum Examines Environmental Justiced?tnerships

The first Rachel Carson Forum of 2008 on January 18 willfe the documentary
“Environmental Justice: The Power of Partnerships.”

The film was produced to educate viewers about EPASronmental Justice
Collaborative Problem-Solving Modwihich helps communities work to solve local
environmental and public health problems.

The forum will be held from noon to 1 p.m. in the setdoor auditorium of the
Rachel Carson State Office Building, Harrisburg.

The film is a documentary about tReGenesis Environmental Justice Partnership
Regenesis, a local Spartanburg South Carolina non-prgénaation, started with a
$20,000 grant from the EPA in 1999. Since that time, the gratiip has worked with
private and public organizations to leverage over $166 millidanding.

ReGenesis has worked with government and industry tougetiie Arkwright
municipal dumpsite, a former fertilizer plant, and Isimwnfield sites. They also
demolished 184 old, substandard public housing units and butt timan 500 new, single-
family and multi-family units for rental and home owstap.

The Rachel Carson Forum on Future of the Environmentmenthly mid-day
speaker/film series that seeks to stimulate discuss$immpmrtant environmental and
sustainable development issues.

DEP’s Office of Policy, the Department of Consereatand Natural Resources
Office of Conservation Science and thennsylvania Environmental Resource Consortium
organize the series.

For more information, contact Will Delavan by sendingpé to:
wdelavan@state.pa.usr calling 717-772-5643.
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Three Mile Island License Renewal Submitted to NuclgaRegulatory Commission

AmerGen Energy Co. this week submitted an applicatidghaddJ.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to extend the operating licensélofe Mile Island Unit 1 Generating Station
by 20 years.

Three Mile Island is an 852-megawatt generating stati@auphin County. Its
current operating license expires in April 2014. NRC approitie application would
extend the license until April 2034.

“This is an important milestone for the employeeSimfee Mile Island and the
residents of central Pennsylvania,” said Russell West, SiMdIVice President.
“AmerGen’s commitment to continue the operation of €hvéle Island means 20 more
years of clean, safe and reliable energy for our region

Supervisor Daryl LeHew of Londonderry Township said. “l é&di this is very
good news for our community. Three Mile Island isemnlsource of electricity, is a
major contributor to the local economy and plays a maje in supporting charitable
causes important to many residents in the area.”

A license renewal team has collectively worked 60,000shpreparing the 1,800-
page application. This involved review of thousands of docwsnardetailed review of
equipment and component performance and a rigorous reViae existing maintenance
and engineering programs to ensure that the station ibleagfamaintaining plant systems
over the extended license period.

AmerGen also conducted a study to ensure there will lnecreased
environmental impacts from the extended operating lifeeptant.

Three Mile Island is subject to an ongoing, rigorous moygof oversight and
inspection by the NRC, led by two full-time inspectordatdtation, as well as
supplemental inspectors from the NRC regional headqgsarfdre plant has its own
extensive programs in preventive and corrective maintenauguipment testing and
monitoring, and equipment replacement.

The NRC is expected to spend 22 to 30 months to review thieamm before
making a decision. The public will have opportunities toi@gagte in the process.

Three Mile Island began commercial operations in Sepeert974. The plant has an
excellent operating record including setting four sepawvatéd records for continuous

days of operation for a pressurized water reactor, ohwecoprimary reactor designs in the
United States. Of 439 operating commercial reactors wattelv@64 are pressurized water
reactors.

Since purchasing Three Mile Island in December 1999, Amer@esmhested
more than $100 million in upgrades to plant equipment andti@gilnot including
security enhancements. The company expects to invesea$3®0 million during the
fall 2009 refueling outage to replace both of the plantamstgenerators and make other
equipment enhancements. The company spends another $a0 amthually to ensure
plant mechanical systems meet or exceed requirements.

Three Mile Island safely produces enough carbon-freé¢reieg to power about
800,000 homes. Each year it operates, Three Mile Islazidsamnore than 5 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide that would be generataah fn replacement coal-fired plant.

The station plays a positive role in the economp@&fnsylvania, annually
providing about $170 million in statewide economic impaatugh direct and indirect
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compensation and the purchase of materials and supphés.includes an economic
impact of nearly $50 million in Dauphin County. In additidiree Mile Island and its
employees contributed nearly $250,000 to the United Way and raahegprofit
organizations in the area in 2007.

The NRC has approved license renewal for 48 generatingrstand 38 other
license renewal applications are pending or have been amtburit Exelon, the NRC
approved license extensions for the Peach Bottom Gewngftiation in York County, Pa.
in 2003 and the Dresden and Quad Cities Generating Statidsais in 2004. The
NRC is currently reviewing a license renewal applicatayrOyster Creek Generating
Station in New Jersey.

For more information, visit théhree Mile Island Unit 1 Generating Station
website.

3 PA Landfill Gas to Energy Projects Recognized by EPA

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency this week recodrtze accomplishments of
seven landfill methane partners that are generatireywanle energy while reducing
greenhouse gas emissions, including three in Pennsylvania.

The Landfill Methane Outreach Program awawisre given out at the 11th Annual
Landfill Methane Outreach Program Conference & Prdieqto in Washington, D.C.,
The Pennsylvania awardees included:

Projects of the Year in PA:Greentree High Btu Landfill Gas Project, Kersey, +Ehis
project is one of the largest landfill gas projectthm country. The landfill gas is upgraded
to natural gas quality and utilized in clean-burning power géoaraquipment to generate
renewable power.

Southeastern Chester County Refuse Authority, Ch€stenty, Pa- Relying on its staff
and their motivation to succeed with minimal outside test®, SECCRA Power forged
ahead and developed this landfill gas energy project thraugimber of innovative
approaches, including joining a regional transmission orgtoizto sell green power.

"This is a singular honor for our authority and our 24 fmenmnmunicipalities," said
SECCRA Chairman Richard Cairns. "Our board and our tstkéf pride in a
forward-thinking attitude and a steadfast commitment tairggour communities. This
award signifies that SECCRA is a leader in responsible@mwviental stewardship and the
development of green energy."

Community Partner in PA: Greater Lebanon Refuse Authority, Lebanon,-FGLRA

and PPL Renewable Energy created and built a Renewabtg\yHaducation Facility that
serves as an educational forum for local, natiomal,iaternational visitors. With the goal
of "empowering our future leaders with green energy, ptiogect demonstrates the power
of renewable energy from a 3.2 megawatt landfill gasggngroject, 2,000 watt wind
turbine, and 1,000 watt solar array (multiple solar panels)

"Not only does the facility generate electricity fromeaewable fuel, but it also
helps to raise awareness in the community abouteahefits of alternative energy," said
Kurt Zwerko, vice president for PPL Renewable Energy.sBuvard recognizes the
efforts of PPL Renewable Energy to work
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with our partners to develop projects that benefit therenment and the
community.”

"Landfill gas energy projects play an important rolerieeting the environmental
and energy challenges of the 21st Century,"” said EPA Adtrator Stephen L. Johnson.
"By turning methane waste into wealth, EPA and our pararerselping build a clean and
plentiful energy supply for our country."

Methane, a primary component of landfill gas, is a greasd gas over 20 times as
potent as carbon dioxide at trapping heat in the atmosplatenwide, there are
approximately 435 projects that harness landfill gas to produnesvable energy.

In 2007 alone, these projects provided over 10.5 billion latbWwours of electricity
and delivered 79 billion cubic feet per year of landfill gasorporate and government
users, and produced energy equivalent to powering roughly 810,6@ lamd heating
nearly 547,000 homes each year.

For 2007, EPA's LMORP is pleased to recognize projectsdbktihnovative
approaches to utilize landfill gas while delivering environtatand economic benefits.

This year's award winners demonstrate creativity, pergst and leadership in
developing landfill gas energy projects that benefitldleal and global community.

EPA'sLandfill Methane Outreach Prograisa voluntary assistance and
partnership program that reduces greenhouse gas emissions byisggandfill gas
energy project development.

The program also assists countries throughout the woddveloping landfill
methane reduction projects through the international Methho Markets Partnership.
Since 1994, LMOP has assisted in developing more than 33fllgad projects in the
United States, reducing methane emissions by over 24 mtigrc tons of carbon
equivalent.

For more information, visit theandfill Methane Outreach Program webpage.

NewsClip: EPA Honors SECCRA With Award

PROP Announces Municipal Recycling Meeting for January 24

The municipal committee of thiérofessional Recyclers of Pennsylvawidl hold the
second of two public meetings for anyone from the publrivate sector involved with
municipal collection programs on January 24.

The first meeting was held January 10 in Murrysville amdsécond will be on
January 24 (snow date February 1) in Program Room 2 asblaig’s Fort Hunter
Mansion.

PROP staff will discuss legislative news and new ttmisnunicipalities and DEP
staff will be in attendance to discuss municipal requirgs)gunding, and enforcement
issues.

For more information and times, contact Jan ArnoldDPRrogram Manager, by
sending email toarnold@proprecycles.oror calling 814-742-7777.

Save the Date: 2008 Recycling and Composting Conference July 30-Asg

TheProfessional Recyclers of Pennsylvawill hold its annuaRecycling and
Composting Conferenda Gettysburg July 30 to August 1.
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PROP is also hosting tiational Recycling Congress Conferenmadittsburgh
September 21-24.
Download a PROP Conference brochure

Planet Aid Non-Profit Clothes Recycler Expands Into Pittburgh

Planet Aid the 10 year-old non-profit clothes recycler has edtdre Pittsburgh market,
planting its distinctive yellow recycling bins throughol city and offering residents
greater convenience and more choices when discardirgdotiiees and other items.

Founded as a Massachusetts non-profit agency in 1997t Ridrteas expanded
across the country, now collecting, bundling and selliogenthan 70 million pounds of
old clothes each year in its 8,500 bins. The organizadioiedicated to improving the lives
of people in developing countries in Africa and Asia, glarith protecting the
environment and providing relief aid.

"We want citizens of Pittsburgh to get to know us and vtheg see our yellow
bins they can be sure that their old clothes and o#msitare supporting worthwhile
development programs, as well as helping the environmexid, Jenny Kullas, Planet Aid
operations manager. "Our phenomenal growth has beeeadhi of the support we receive
from members of the communities where we operate aind \@eking forward to
being part of the Pittsburgh community."

Planet Aid typically forms partnerships with local eteaints and institutions that
allow it to locate its collection bins on their sites.

The organization, which plans to put 200 bins around thsbRityh area, donated
more than $5 million to worthy development programs arohadvorld last year. Since
2001, it has been a partner with Johnson & Johnson in sugffb# fight against the
AIDS epidemic in Southern Africa.

For more information, visit thelanet Aid website

State Parks Completing Phase-In of Open Swimming Policy fdrakes

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources &egidichael DiBerardinis this
week announced that, with the exception of Presque tiafe Bark in Erie, all swimming
beaches at lakes in state parks will implement an syén policy this year.

"The open swim program provides increased opportunities fonrsers beyond
the hours and seasons during which lifeguards are avail&gaeretary DiBerardinis said.
"Over the last few years, we have successfully @mgnted open swim policies at 23 of
our state parks. We will add the remainder of the statespath lakes this year."

Lifeguards are not provided at open swim beaches. Swisnsmém at their own
risk. Visitors are encouraged to be vigilant when tbeildren are swimming.

Beaches will continue to be patrolled and monitored by statk staff. Instructions
and regulations on swimming are posted at all beaches.

The use of lifeguards will continue at swimming pools atesparks, as well as at
Presque Isle State Park on Lake Erie, where currertteedake make water hazards much
different than other smaller lakes in the state paskesy.

The state parks that will implement the open swim pohc2008 are Bald Eagle,
Beltzville, Black Moshannon, Canoe Creek, Chapman, Cevéap, Gifford Pinchot,
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Laurel Hill, Moraine, Parker Dam, Pine Grove Furnd&accoon Creek, Shawnee,
Tuscarora and Yellow Creek.

The implementation of open swim beaches is a natio@adi; it allows state parks
to operate more efficiently, and provides greater publiesscto beaches.
Beaches (except Presque Isle) are generally open to sagnfiram before Memorial Day
to after Labor Day. The exact opening and closing datgsataach park.

"We encourage visitors to call ahead if they have cosagout swimming at a
state park they plan to visit," Secretary DiBerasisaid.

For more information, visit DCNR’State Parks webpage

Wildlife for Everyone Selects Architect for Wildlife Resarch And Education Center

Russ Schleiden, Chairman of the Board of\th&llife for EveryoneEndowment
Foundation, announced that JSA Architects, Inc., Pitt$huras been selected to design
the Wildlife Research and Education Center for the Bation.

The 45,000 square foot complex will be located on 70 acresStat College. It
will house wildlife biologists, a library, researcltil@gies, and a theatre.

"We are privileged to be working with JSA because they uratstdhe importance
of wildlife conservation and our mission here at tberkdation," said Schleiden.

JSA is a full-service, nationally recognized architedtyrlanning, engineering and interior
design firm. Headquartered in Pittsburgh, it has been pnovai/namic building design
solutions since 1939. By having architects, engineers anebmtiersigners in one office,
JSA's "single-source" philosophy and blend of professionadsesealue for its clients by
delivering a final product that is creative, functional, af&tctive and technically smarter.

Jim Eckles, Firm President and Principal involved inghaggect, has direct
experience with other local, national and internafienklife organizations similar to the
Wildlife for Everyone Foundation.

Eckles stated that "The Foundation's Wildlife Educatiath Research Center
design will ensure Pennsylvania is in the vanguard of waldiifnservation. The state of
the art education complex features a library, theatassrooms and interactive exhibits,
and will stimulate continuous learning about Pennsylvanials bind mammals, their
habitats, and their benefits to all Pennsylvanians."

The building will be green certified using The Leadershignergy and
Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating Syst&he system encourages the
adoption of sustainable green building and developmentiggadhrough the
implementation of accepted tools and performance criteria

TheWildlife for Everyone Endowment Foundatiwas established in 2004 to
provide permanent private support for wildlife habitat enbarent, wildlife research and
education, land preservation, and for the establishmentifdlife Research and
Education Center.

Governor’'s Advisory Council Seeks Commissioner for Fisland Boat Commission

The Governor’s Advisory Council for Hunting, Fishing and Conrsagionis seeking
gualified candidates to fill a vacancy on the boarcefRennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission in district seven, which includes Carbomrkbavanna, Luzerne, Monroe,
Pike, Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming counties.
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Applications must be received by February 29.

A vacancy occurred when Commissioner Frederick P. Déifla passed away in
late November.

“The Governor is reaching out to the anglers and boafeatstrict seven to find
the highest-qualified candidate to serve on the boarced¥igh and Boat Commission,”
said Bob Schlemmer, chairman of the Governor’s Adyistwuncil for Hunting, Fishing
and Conservation.

The next commissioner from the district will compl@sifat’'s term, which expires
June 4, 2009. Because the term is less than four yeaeppbetee will be eligible for re-
appointment to an eight-year term.

While commissioners are not compensated, they do readra@el reimbursement.
According to the Fish and Boat Code, in order to quakfya commissioner, the applicant
must be a resident of the district and be well informethe subjects of conservation,
restoration, fish and fishing, and boats and boating.

Individuals interested in applying for this seat should sere$@me, with a detailed
cover letter explaining their desire to serve, to Rigliker, 7th Floor — Rachel Carson
State Office Building, P.O. Box 8767, Harrisburg, PA 17106-8767.

The Governor’s eventual nominee is subject to confiondty a simple majority
vote of the state Senate

Help Wanted -- Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, Invasive SpesiCouncil

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy and the Governedsive Species Council are
seek applicants to fill positions in their organizatioktere are the details--

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy is seeking a ctedmaitd talented conservation
professional to fill itsAllegheny ProjecDirector position.

The director will lead and manage a large, complexervasion project based in
Ridgway, PA. Successful outcomes will hinge on building sustaining productive
relationships with community leaders, the forest industtividual landowners and
public/private agencies and organizations to protect thet flaretsscape and the natural
features within.

The full announcement is available online

If you are interested please send a resume and cownigih salary expectations
no later than February 8 sending emaiMacjobs@paconserve.orgnd list "Forestlands”
in the subject line.

The Governor’s Invasive Species Council of Pennsylvasiseeking applicants for a full-
time, salaried Coordinator for the Commonwealth’s ilweaspecies program. The
minimum starting annual salary is $45,438.

The closing date for receipt of applications is January 31.

The position is currently funded until December 2008, antiraoed employment
is contingent on annual funding by the Commonwealth atsfaztory progress of the
employee.

Applicants must complete and submiarsonal Data Shedetter of interest, and
resume to the Office of Human Resources for the positi

Letters of interest should be sent to: Russell ReddirgcuEive Deputy Secretary,
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Office of Human Resources, Department of Agriculture, 280&h Cameron Street,
Harrisburg, PA 17110.

Spotlight

Bullock Oriole Brings Birders to Juniata County

Want to add something special to your birding life list? Then
the Game Commission suggests that you head to Oakland
Mills, just outside of Mifflintown, Juniata County, teea
Bullock oriole, a neotropical songbird not normally found in
Pennsylvania at any time that has made itself at honee her

The buzz began on November 23, when Steven Troyer,
an avid 13-year-old birdwatcher told his grandfather, Aden
Troyer, "Pap, come look at this Bullock oriole."

Steven Troyer was excited and wanted to share the news
because he knew that this particular species is ragelyig
this part of the United States.

According to "The Birds of Pennsylvania," the Bullock
oriole - which is a close cousin of the more famoatiBore,
or northern, oriole — breeds in southern Canada frotisB Columbia to Saskatchewan
and south along the Pacific Coast and east to the Dakaasas and Texas.

"They winter primarily in Mexico and Central Americamd a few winter along
the Gulf Coast region to Georgia to Florida," said G&oenmission Wildlife Diversity
Section Supervisor Dan Brauning, who - along with Gerald/leWilliams - authored
"The Birds of Pennsylvania" in 2000. "They show up occasiomalyrtheastern North
America, and strays are occasionally reported in PennsglvAhithose reported here
have been immature or female orioles at bird feedirigata In fact, prior to this sighting
in Juniata County, there have only been three acceptediseof this bird in the
Commonwealth."

Aden Troyer and his son, David Troyer, welcome visitora/lhere they can view
and photograph the Bullock oriole, which has been regul@siting three areas within
150 yards of their store. The Lost Creek Shoe Shop, wiiohsaa retail store for bird
watching equipment, is open from 8 a.m. until 8 p.m. ond4gs and Fridays, and from 8
a.m. until 4 p.m., Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Satufta store is closed on
Sundays, but visitors still are welcomed to visit the. sit

So far, more than 100 visitors from as far away ashaittsh, Wilkes-Barre and
Scranton, as well as a few from Maryland, have canbé area and signed the visitor
book at the viewing locations.

"On behalf of the state's wildlife management agehaifer heart-felt thanks to
the Troyer family for sharing this tremendous opportuwity bird enthusiasts," said Carl
G. Roe, Game Commission executive director.

Grants & Awards
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This section gives you a heads up on upcoming deadlines fds grahfinancial
assistance as well as nominations for awards and i@t@gnition programsNEW means
from last week—

» January 15—International Children’s Painting Competition

» January 15— National Wetlands Awards Program Nominations

* February 1 - PA Land Trust Assrisovernment Leadership Award Nominations
* February 1—NEW. PA Rural Water Assn. Annual Awards

* February 8 - PA American Water Watershed Art Contest

* February 19— PennVESTnfrastructure Loans/Grants for April 15 Meeting

* February 20— USDA Conservation Innovation Grants

* February 22— Allegheny County Global Warming Poster Contest

* February 22—NEW. Clean Water Begins and Ends With You Student Art Contest
* February 29— Chesapeake Bay Small Watershed Grants

* February 29—NEW. Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund Grants

* March 17— Community Action for a Renewed Environment Grants

* March 31 - PAEPKarl Mason Environmental Award

* March 31—DEP Host Municipality Inspector Grants

* April2 —WREN Water Resources Education Project Grants

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpas around the state

Environmental Additions Take Shape at Middle School — Video

Allegheny Colleges Joins National Teach-In on Clin@bange

Ursinus College to Sponsor Think-In About Climate Change

WV Landowners on Power Line Route Could Get Free Servic

Wild Boars at Center of Local Controversy

Captive Boars Ruled Wildlife

Wild Hogs Off Limits For Now

Concern for Turtle May Slow Sugarhouse Casino Work

Audubon Society Members Rely on Ears, Binoculars, Bimo@ount Bird Species
Development to Post Toad Warning Signs, Speed Limit

Op-Ed: DCNR and ATV Damage

Oil Industry, Environment Appeals May Derail Forest’'s 104YRelan
Landowners Donate 112 Acres to Conservancy in Centret€oun
Moratorium Spares 555 Pittsburgh Trees From the Ax

Allegheny County Proposal to Use Clean Air Fund foaéR@rojects
Allegheny County Officials Drop Bid to Use Clean Air Eufor Road Project
Program Helps Manufacturer Save $92,000

Brownfield Site Renewal May Revitalize Haysville

Op-Ed: The Wrong Road to Energy Independence- Rep. Hutchinso
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Power-Plant Project Moves Forward

Dominion Has Cheaper Natural Gas Lead

Light Bulbs Required to Undergo Big Change

Bill Would Give Break to Drivers of Vehicles Using Altetive Fuels
Green Car Well Oiled Machine

Editorial: Growing Fuel

Environmental Groups to File Lawsuits to Stop TransmisSiomidors
Exhibitors Go Green at Farm Show

Energy is State Farm Show’s Bumper Crop

Companies Push Green Energy at Farm Show

Renewable Energy Unpopular at Farm Show

Green Building Council Headed for Lehigh Valley

Meadville Market Ownership Change

$1 Billion Clairton Works Upgrade Put on Fast Pack

Feds to View Knox Mine Disaster Site

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Bay Leaders Say They'll Not Meet 2010 Cleanup Goal

Editorial: State Needs to Help Municipalities with ChesdeeBay Upgrades
Big Sewage Plants Gain Discharge Breaks

Op-Ed: Sediment Buildup Poses Threat to Chesapeake
Precision Feeding for a Healthy Bay

Clearfield County Senior Environment Corps Faces Budget Cuts
Abraham’s Creek Watershed Group Eyes Flooding Problems
Editorial: Water Pact Needs Support of Leqgislature

Soaring Costs Put State’s Farmers at Crossroads

Clearfield Conservation District: Tired of Red Stre&@ms

Trove of Fish Fossils in Northern PA

Regulations

The Environmental Quality Board published proposed ruleSiese! Vehicle Idlingand
proposed changes to water quality regulations undérrtbenial Review of Water Quality
Standards The Independent Regulatory Review Commissionlished commentsn the
Department of Agriculture Odor Management Certificafvagram regulations.
NewsClip: State Schedules Hearing on Proposed Diesel Idling Rules
Idling Reduction Rule Published for Comment

Pennsylvania Bulletin — January 12, 2008

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)
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Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protection proposed aments to théVater Quality
Toxics Management Stratefgr public comment.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)

Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise naté&d/V indicates new from last week.
Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

The Department of Environmental Protection published a sobheduheetings by its
boards and advisory committees for 2008 schedule is available onliaad they
are now all posted on thi&A Environment Digest Calendar Page

January 14—Environmental Issues Forum featuring Kathleen Cowles, Pandctor

of thePA Center for Environmental EducatioRoom 205 Ryan Building. Noon.
January 15—NEW. Senate Environmental Resources and Energy Commidets to
considerSenate Bill 9494Kasunic-D-Somerset) making changes to the Bituminous
Coal Mine Safety Act in part based on recommendanasde after the 2002 Quecreek
Mine Rescue. Room 8E-B East Wing. 9:30.

January 15—NEW. House Environmental Resources and Energy Committets noee
considerHouse Resolution 46@Hanna-D-Center) urging the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to review and update flood insurance evapyg 10 years and
House Resolution 54(eorge-D-Clearfield) urging Congress to investigate gas and
energy prices. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 9:15.

January 15—NEW. House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee meetdisguss
2008 Committee business. Room G-50 Irvis Building. 10:00.

January 15— CANCELLED. Environmental Quality Board meetindRoom 105
Rachel Carson Building. 9:00.

January 15— DEPCitizens Advisory Councimeeting. Room 105 Rachel Carson
Building. 11:00.

January 16—Delaware River Basin Commissidearing ortlexible Flow
Management Program for New York Reservoilsenton Volunteer Fire Company,
Trenton, NJ.
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January 16—NEW. Capital Region Water Board Meeting. Susquehanna B&gn
Commission Building. 1:00. Contact: Cindy Ro€kndy.L.Rock@comcast.nebr

call 717-633-7959.

January 18—NEW. Rachel Carson Forum will feature the documentary
“Environmental Justice: The Power of Partnerships.” ittudim, Rachel Carson
Building. Noon.

January 21—Martin Luther King Day. Capitol Offices are Closed.

January 23—NEW. DCNR Conservation and Natural Resources Advisory Council
meeting. Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

January 24— DCNR Snowmobile and ATV Advisory Committameeting. Room
105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:00.

January 25—NEW. Westmoreland County Conservation District “Verifying per
Installation of Erosion and Stormwater Controls,$tdict office on Donohoe Road in
Greensburg. 7:30 a.m. to noon.

January 29—NEW. Senate Transportation Committee meets to conSigeate Bill
295 (Browne-R-Lehigh) limiting the idling of diesel engineRoom 461. 10:00.
January 31—NEW. House Consumer Protection Committee hearing on ieleate
cap legislation. LTBA.

February 5—NEW. Governor’s Budget Address.

February 13—NEW. House Game and Fisheries Committee meets for anpatisa
of the Game Commission annual report. Room G-50 IrviglBigi. 9:00.

February 14—NEW. House Game and Fisheries Committee meets for anpatisa
of the Fish & Boat Commission annual report. Room Gr&8 Building. 9:00.
February 19—NEW. House Republican Policy Committee hearing on electe& cap
mitigation. Room 418. 11:00.

February 22-23 — 2008Keystone Coldwater Conferencstate College.

February 25—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Budget
Secretary. Hearing Room 1, North Office Building. 3:00.

February 26—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Departmen
of Insurance. Hearing Room 1, North Office Building.31D:

February 26—PA Chamber Energy SummHarrisburg Hilton.

February 28—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Departmen
of Agriculture. Hearing Room 1, North Office Building09:

February 28—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Departmen
of Health. Hearing Room 1, North Office Building. 10:30.

February 28—Pennsylvania Wild Resources SymposiulRowdermill Nature
Reserve Pittsburgh.

February 28-March 2—PA Assn. of Environmental Educators Conference
Antiochian Village Camp and Conference Center near LigpRie.

March 4—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Depattohen
Conservation and Natural Resources. Hearing Room 1h idfice Building. 9:00.
March 4—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Depattohen
Transportation. Hearing Room 1, North Office Buildifdl5.

March 5—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Depattohen
Environmental Protection. Hearing Room 1, North Officéding. 3:00.
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* March 6—NEW. Senate Appropriations Committee Budget Hearing — Depattohen
Community and Economic Development. Hearing Room ItHNOffice Building.
1:15.

* March 19—NEW. Capital Region Water Board Meeting. Susquehanna RasnB
Commission Building. 1:00. Contact: Cindy Ro€kndy.L.Rock@comcast.neor
call 717-633-7959.

* March 28— Lehigh Valley Watershed Conference and Shad Symposiuridalyio
Inn, Fogelsville.

* May 13-15—PA Water/\Wastewater Associatiannual conference. Valley Forge.

DEP Calendar of Events

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesy PA Center for Environmental Education)

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidlive online.

Helpful Web Links

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

Daily NewsClips Daily DEP Update GreenTreks Network

DEP Press ReleasesDEP Advisory Committee Meetings & Agendas

DCNR Resource Magazine DCNR Press Releases

Fish & Boat Commission Press Release$same Commission Press Releases

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions téA
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Assagacall 717-234-1716. All rights
reserved.

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association.
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