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House Passes State Forest Leasing Moratorium, Moves Natural Gas Severance Tax, But

The House this week passed House Bill 2235 (Vitali-D-Delaware)
imposing a 3 year moratorium on Marcellus Shale natural gas
leasing in State Forests and requiring certain studies by a vote of
157 to 33. The Senate is not expected to take up the bill.

"Drilling has an enormous impact on our state forests,"
Rep. Vitali said. "Each well drilled requires millions of gallons of
water. It also requires the clearing of several acres of land,

hundreds of truck trips, the expansion of roads, the construction of retention basins and the
laying of pipeline.
"To cash out Pennsylvania's assets to solve a year or two of budget problems is shortsighted."
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