— P A An Update on

Environmental
" - |ssuesin
Environment Digest  eesien
Edited By David E. Hess, Crisci Associates July 21, 2008

PA Environment Digest Video Blog

PA Groups Call for Targeted Farm Conservation Help From 2008-arm Bill

Farm and environmental groups from Pennsylvania participa
in a listening session this week by the U.S. Natural Resour
Conservation Service on setting spending prioritiesHemew
funding provided in the 2008 Farm Bill for farm conservation
the Chesapeake Bay Watershed.

The Department of Agriculture, Chesapeake Bay :
Foundation, PA Farm Bureau, Grange and the PA Associatiof
Conservation Districts all provided comments and were
remarkably similar in their recommendations.

Department of Agriculture

Secretary of Agriculture Dennis Wolff said
Pennsylvania’€hesapeake Bay Compliance Pteguires the removal of 25 million
pounds of nutrient pollution farmlands in the watershed batdfarmers need assistance to
meet this goal.

“At present, the majority of Pennsylvania agriculture ofi@na do not have
comprehensive nutrient management programs and do noateess to state funds that
make wide-sweeping conservation improvements possiblel,'Ssairetary Wolff. “When
utilizing new Chesapeake Bay funding, we must strivechoeae a minimum baseline
compliance, and direct this new funding to farms tlaaemot previously had support in
instituting conservation measures.”

Pennsylvania’s new 2008-09 budget that started July 1 provide&bxebillion in
water infrastructure funding, including for wastewater plgrgrades, but provided no
additional funding for farm conservation, in factniciuded some cut{SeePA Fair
Share for Clean Water website

Secretary Wolff reviewed the accomplishments of Pennsidi&compliance
efforts to date and recommended four overall funding piesr-

» Streamside Buffers:Streamside buffers can protect these and other stestifre
effects of flooding, drought, pollution and soil erosidrarms are among the most
critical places to ensure that streamside buffersngoéace, since farm soil is a
resource that must be protected from flooding and droughb@rause farms must
have nutrient management strategies in place to aamichge to nearby water sources.

» Cover Crops: Additional cover crop acreage will provide additional ngeah
protecting the bay as well as the soil resources ibdlgegegion. But many farmers
require assistance when developing plans to plant coaps for the first time. When
farmers make the financial investment to plant theseaneps, we must ensure that
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they receive the necessary guidance to help them dalse most effective manner
possible.

* No-Till, Land Stabilization: Federal dollars should continue to target the problem of
soil erosion and to support current programs that do sansiania has invested
tremendous time and financial resources in our farmlan@wason program, but to
truly preserve farmland we must also protect it from @ges due to erosion and
improper nutrient management

* Nutrient Management Planning: Pennsylvania has substantial need for additional
technical assistance and nutrient management planning alememation assistance
in order to ensure that programs are deliverable statemdén a timely and efficient
manner.

He said livestock stream exclusion and riparian buft@stinuous no-till and
implementation of comprehensive nutrient management,glasiading feed management
when appropriate, should all be priority farm conseovafiractices.

Secretary Wolff also suggested funneling the new funding threxighting
programs saying, “I believe that this new funding shouldiasneled through the USDA
NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program in eaateswith separate record
keeping and prioritization from other EQIP funds. Newding should support on-the-
ground practices located on working farmlands in order tdtriesa direct reduction of
nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment loadings.”

Technical assistance to farmers to design and install¢danservation practices is
vital to meeting Bay nutrient reduction goals he said.

“I recommend that a portion of each year’s allocatie used towards expenses for
Technical Service Providers to ensure that funds are abdsuti in program delivery on
the ground as quickly and efficiently as possible,” saict&ary Wolff. “Conservation
planning relies on availability of technical assistanod, ia a first step in using these new
funds effectively. Along with program delivery, communica and messaging to farmers
regarding emerging conservation practices and plantimgigaees is needed to ensure that
farmers can implement new and more effective coasienvtechniques soon after they
become available.”

Secretary Wolf concluded his remarks by thanking U.S.t6eBab Casey and
Congressman Tim Holden for the role they played ipihglto secure additional federal
funding for Chesapeake Bay programs.

Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Matt Ehrhart, Pennsylvania Director of theesapeake Bay Foundatisaid the
federal funding earmarked for the Bay Watershed could redtrogen pollution by as
much as 40 million pounds annually, if targeted properly.

Ehrhart called for the Chesapeake Bay funding to bergled through the USDA
NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives Program in eaateswith separate record
keeping from other EQIP funds. The funding should suppotheiground practices
located on “working” lands which will result in a dirgetduction of nitrogen, phosphorus,
and sediment loadings.

The Chesapeake Bay funds, Ehrhart said, must be supmtigino the EQIP and
other program dollars available to farmers in the whggtsnot simply displace them.

Ehrhart recommended the majority of the funding go ¢selpractices that have
been identified in each state as providing the mostteféewater quality protection for the
least cost, and there should be an annual review to myewhether an acceleration of the
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actual on-the-ground implementation has or has not patuncluding assessment of
practices under contract versus practices completed.

PA Farm Bureau

ThePennsylvania Farm Buredold NRCS additional funding for Chesapeake Bay
water quality improvement projects provided under the 2008 Bahshould be directed
at fortifying existing agricultural conservation program®ennsylvania.

"Given the degree of effort and program development dmalready taken place
so far in Pennsylvania, we think it would be a serious kestar additional monies to be
used for creation or development of programs that riyldaviate from Pennsylvania’s
existing programs,” said PFB Natural Resources Director féerharry.

Harry noted that programs in Pennsylvania are sound andstepyeed up to the
plate to improve water quality within the Bay watershed #hat any limitations in
effectiveness of existing programs are due to a lack alfirign

She also cautioned against over-funding of conservatiograms that seriously
reduce farm productivity.

“While nutrient and sediment loading problems exist incdpural areas in the
Bay watershed, programs that take productive farmland qarodfiction will make it
significantly more difficult for farm families to kpeheir farms economically viable.
Widespread conversion of farms to non-farm use withiere@ new set of problems for
management of nutrient and sediment loadings in thenBégrshed,” added Harry.

In addition, Harry pointed to an area where PA FarnmeBuithinks there is a
glaring shortage of quality assistance that can be prd¥ideugh Farm Bill funding as
part of Chesapeake Bay water improvement efforts.

“There needs to be a significant increase in the nuwiechnical personnel and
improved technical assistance available to Pennsylvamaefs for development and
implementation of agricultural best management practiéésny farm families understand
what generally needs to be done to reduce nutrient anmdesgtdrunoff, but they do not
adequately understand how to do it in a manner that lisdsatironmentally effective and
economically feasible. Increasing and improving thelaldity of technical assistance
can pay big dividends in helping farmers manage environmgundity and economic
efficiency on their farms,” concluded Harry.

Online Interview: Agriculture and Chesapeake Bay Health

PA Conservation Districts

Larry Kehl, President of theA Association of Conservation Districteld the
NRCS that districts provide the technical assistancedes need to implement nutrient
and sediment reduction projects and are vital to meeteg&peake Bay cleanup goals.

“As we strive to meet water quality goals through nutreamd sediment
management, we believe the USDA should take a comprekeaqgdroach toward water
quality improvements,” said Kehl. “These improvements rhashighly effective, cost
efficient, and easily implemented.

“A good example of this type of approach would be a stdeewover crop and no-
till program. We already know that over 50 percentariidylvania farmers utilize no-till
because they understand the many financial and environnbenigits of cover crops and
no-till planting. Promotion of a more comprehengivegram would greatly increase
nutrient reductions and would be a cost savings to the agrautommunity.

“To date, according to EPA calculations, Pennsylvaniadesrhave already greatly
reduced their agricultural nitrogen load to the Chesapeak&\Baershed. More than
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5,000 farms in Pennsylvania have nutrient management plans$,Kshl. “Many of these
farmers consulted with conservation districts to eahinutrient reductions. It is our belief
that technical assistance provided by conservation dsstras been a key component in
improving water quality and successfully reducing the nutaedtsediment load going
into the Bay. PACD recommends that the USDA tangetling specifically for technical
assistance and Technical Service Providers. This woultlygesdance the
implementation of conservation practices.”

Kehl explained that conservation districts are famik@h and promote a number
of federal nutrient reduction programs, like EQIP, CRE#Pfarmland preservation. He
recommended the new funding be targeted through thesengxisbgrams.

“Finally, PACD recommends that USDA allocate fundingaadang to the size of
the watershed in each state in the Chesapeake Bay 'espid Kehl. “Pennsylvania has
the largest landmass in the Chesapeake Bay Water€lmequently, USDA should
allocate Chesapeake Bay funding on a per acre basidento be cost-effective and
efficient.”

PA State Grange

George B. Wolff spoke on behalf of tiegange in Pennsylvanand expressed
their concerns and needs as they apply to the fearal Bill and funding of the
Chesapeake Bay Provisions. He outlined five prioritiehedNRCS--

* Land Cover: "It is vitally important to keep cover on the land, theducing soil
erosion and at the same time, holding and stabilizinguh@ents in the soil reducing
volatization and loss due to water solubility,” WoHiic

* Nutrient Plans: "We believe there is a great need to fund developnferdnservation
and nutrient management plans for land owners." He addéxlrémind you that
conservation districts have the confidence of land osyrmit need extra staffing. Their
efforts, combined with private contractors who also needihg, are the developers of
soil and nutrient management plans. There is also a adedpt land owners pay to
install the practices recommended," Wolff explained.

» Soil, Feed, Manure Testing:"We believe that soil, feed and manure tests are an
absolute necessity since soil tests are the badme @birrect application of nutrients for
the growing crop...Feed tests should be the basis falaaded nutritional feeding
program...and manure tests tell what nutrients are lgctaahe manure.”

* Precision Agriculture: Mr. Wolff spoke about new practices that the Grangks fee
should be required. "One of these practices," he saigrécision agriculture which
utilizes yield monitors in harvesting equipment which caticate where there are low
yields in a field which will require special soil tesasd then the use of computerized
fertilizer spreading equipment, that will be able to appiBK in varying amounts in
different parts of the field, as indicated by soil $€'st

* Legacy Sediment: "Agriculture has greatly reduced solil loss through thesmsed
use of no-till cover crops and generally improved coreterm practices,” Wolff said.

“However, new knowledge has recently been uncovemidating that the
movement of legacy sediment trapped behind abandoned mill,pehid$
generations ago provided energy for saw mills, feed and flolls and wool mills, is
suspected to be a large and direct contributor of sedimehé Bay, along with the
nutrients attached to that sediment. We believeftindtter investigation and effort to
manage this previously unknown source of contaminantddéie investigated, and
efforts to manage that contribution be established ardetiih
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NewsClip: Agriculture and Chesapeake Bay Health

DEP Announces Strategy for Using Federal Abandoned Mine R&amation Funds

The Department of Environmental Protection
announced this week it plans to direct the full amo
allowed by the federal government to develop and
operate mine drainage treatment systems that are @
needed to protect thousands of miles of streams,
according to Environmental Protection Secretary
Kathleen A. McGinty.

Secretary McGinty also said the
Commonwealth has already established an accou :
dedicated to finance the permanent maintenance coskhzefm' treatment facilities and will
commit additional funds annually. The department hasaedly deposited $2 million into
the account and expects to contribute another $2 mitisryear.

Pennsylvania is expected to receive up to $1.5 billion ovendkel5 years from
the federal Abandoned Mine Lands Fund. That was reaméubait the end of 2006.
(12/18/06 Pa Environment Digést

"Acid mine drainage impairs 4,600 miles of rivers and steemnPennsylvania and
is one of the most widespread and expensive water policiiallenges we face," said
Secretary McGinty. "The reauthorization of the AbaretbNine Lands fund will allow us
to support the outstanding efforts of local watershed graupsitd new treatment
facilities that will bring dead streams back to life, &ndlill also ensure that we have
sufficient resources to fund the long-term operatmaintenance and replacement of new
and existing treatment facilities unless special circantss prevent us from doing so."

Pennsylvania's long-term plans for addressing abandoned minempscie
outlined in aposition paper DEP releaswith its announcement.

The paper details how the state will allocate theredd $1.4 billion it expects to
receive over the next 15 years as part of the 2006 re@attion of the federal Abandoned
Mine Lands fund. It also provides the framework for hoevftinds will be distributed
through grants and construction contracts for the des@rstruction, operation,
maintenance and replacement of facilities to traaerdischarges.

Under the reauthorization, Pennsylvania may commit up to 3@meof its annual
appropriation to treat abandoned mine drainage.

The process to decide the annual amount to be set asidednent of mine
drainage will be open for public comment.

In preparing the paper, DEP conducted a series of towmleallings with state and
local elected officials, environmental and watershed graupsnining industry,
businesses, and economic development organizations to tipela@mmonwealth's long-
term mine reclamation goals to take full advantage etititicipated funds.

"The need for continued funds to build mine drainage tredtfaeilities was a
clear theme in the comments we received during our taNirmeetings," said Secretary
McGinty. "Beyond the obvious impacts on aquatic lifeJytell streams cost the
commonwealth millions of dollars in lost recreatiodourism opportunities and increase
costs for industrial, commercial and residential waters.
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"The reauthorization of the federal AML fund gives usn&ue opportunity to
ensure significant and long-term funding for the developnageration and replacement
of mine drainage treatment facilities."

The Abandoned Mine Lands fund was created in 1977 and direcksyrnto states
to reclaim historic abandoned mines. The program is fubgedtax on the coal mining
industry.

Pennsylvania is home to thousands of acidic dischargesapd ®ormed from a
chemical reaction between air, water and coal in@dvagd mines.

More than 250 passive treatment systems have been coedtwith public funds
to treat an estimated 36 billion gallons of acid mine dgareach year. Ongoing operation,
maintenance and replacement costs vary depending enlthree of water and the
severity of the chemical composition of each discharge

However, Pennsylvania still has approximately 180,000 acneésmoérked mine
openings, unstable cliffs, water-filled pits and abandoedgenent and buildings left
over from when mining was largely unregulated prior to 1977.

More than 2 billion tons of waste coal sits in pilleat dot the state's landscape, and
some 4,600 miles of rivers and streams are polluted or delgogdecid mine drainage.

For more information, visit DEP’8bandoned Mines webpage

Spotlight

6th Anniversary of Quecreek Mine Rescue Features Visito€enter Groundbreaking

TheQuecreek Mine Rescue Foundatuwitl .
host a groundbreaking ceremony for a new Z\, v
visitors’ center on July 26 to help celebrate the
6th anniversary of the 2002 rescue of nine
miners trapped in the Quecreek Mine in
Somerset County, Pa.

“With more than 10,000 visitors ever
year to the rescue site, we were just getting §
overwhelmed. The new visitors’ center will e
help us tell the story of the Quecreek miraclé
said Bill Arnold, President of the Quecreek
Mine Rescue Foundation. “This is a working farm and we aose@dwn storage building
to display the rescue capsule, drill bit and other egeigrased in the rescue.”

The photo pictures the mine rescue site at Quecreek during rescatiaper

The new visitors’ center will be housed in a 2,400 squareloilding to be
constructed overlooking the mine rescue site. It wiluide educational display areas and
other typical visitor center amenities.

The building will incorporate parts of the SipesvilleeHiall where mine families
waited for news during the rescue. Several doors, ttegdelwcolumns and oak flooring
were salvaged from the building before it was torn dewmake way for a new fire hall.

“Incorporating parts of the old Sipesville Fire Hall wetlght was important to
help preserving the history of the mine rescue and to recotgp@zmportant role the fire
company played,” said Arnold. “It's also another wayedmember the lows and highs the
families experienced during the rescue.”
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“We want to thank all those who contributed their lalmaterials, equipment or
their donations to help build the visitors center. Savigve raised about half of the
$200,000 needed to finish the building,” said Arnold. “We cerjairdilcome participation
in this unique project from those who believe, as we du,the Quecreek mine rescue was
a miracle.”

On July 24, 2002 miners broke through into an abandoned, vildmfine
flooding the Quecreek Mine with over 50 million gallonsa@ter. Nine miners scrambled
to safety, but nine were trapped in a pocket of air ird#dr&, cold, water-filled mine. They
were rescued four days later through the combined effostait® and federal mine rescue
agencies and hundreds of workers and volunteers.

In 2006 the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commissiociadfji
recognized the mine rescue site as part of the stateridadtMarker Program erecting a
blue and gold historic marker at the Arnold Farm.

Last year the General Assembly passed the Mine FarhilisisAct to put into law
the policies Gov. Mark Schweiker adopted to keep mine i@snihvolved in accidents
informed of the progress of rescue operations beforméuga.

This week, Gov. Rendell signed into law the first updatite Bituminous Coal
Mine Safety Act in 45 years, prompted in part by the lesésarned from the Quecreek
Mine Rescue.

The anniversary celebration will begin at 9:00 a.m. atniime rescue site located
at 151 Haupt Road, Somerset, Pa.

The first part of the program will feature a flag ceommyfollowed by music
performed by local artists and brief remarks by localsiate dignitaries. The
groundbreaking ceremony will begin about 10:00 a.m.

Several of the miners rescued at Quecreek and thelidamill be participating in
the celebration. In addition, there will be a silanttion for the two copies of the
hardcover book “Our Story: 77 Hours That Tested Our Frigpdsnd Our Faith,”
autographed by all nine miners and Gov. Mark Schweiker. Ther @utographed copies
will be put up for bid shortly on EBay.

The Quecreek Mine Rescue Foundation is a non-profittebéiorganization that
relies on support from the public to educate the public abeutiscue and to maintain and
operate the mine rescue visitors’ area.

Contact the Quecreek Mine Rescue Foundation by writing: EaptHRoad,
Somerset, PA 15501, calling 814-445-4876 or visitingldbhecreek Mine Rescue
Foundation website

Online Video Features

Experts Answer Questions on PA’'s New Natural Gas Drillig Rush

Learn how new drilling technology and rising fuel prices @ iving the natural gas rush in
Pennsylvania's Marcellus Shale—a 6,000 foot deep rock formatia\uas the potential
to fuel the entire country for two full years.

This one-hour call-in program aired originally on WPSU-ih\Gtate College on
May 22 and offered viewers objective and reliable advice abmatural gas exploration
and drilling on leased land, Lease negotiations and addendaandidl, environmental,
and infrastructure impacts.
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Online Video: PA’s Natural Gas Rush

For more information, visit the speclialPSU PA Gas Rush webpage

NewsClip: DCNR to Lease 74,000 Acres of Forest for Natural Gasifyill
Court Asked to Support Ordinances Requlating Natural Gasrgrill
Editorial: Taxpayers Deserve Severance Tax on Gaaixins

On the Hill

On the Senate/House Agenda/Session Schedule/Bills Intraekd
The Senate and House committee meeting schedules ancCétendars are listed here--
Session Schedule

See you in September! The House returns to voting sessiBemiember 15. The Senate
returns to voting session on September 16.

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

Calendars/Committees

The Senate and House committee meeting schedules an€Cétendars as they left them
for summer recess--

Calendars

House (September 15):House Bill 934(Scavello-R-Monroe) authorizing counties to
impose up to a $4/ton solid waste management fee to suppairtdogcling, anti-litter
programsHouse Bill 44(Rubley-R-Chester) banning the sale, installation and e@nsaf
disposal of mercury thermostat$puse Resolution 54Eeorge-D-Clearfield) urging
Congress to investigate gas and energy pridésise Resolution 71Hutchinson-R-
Venango) re-establishing the Forestry Task Fdtriceise Resolution 71@eorge-D-
Clearfield) endorsing request for federal funding for R&mrbasin commissions.

Special Session House Bill 1Bennington-R-Mifflin) amends the Alternative
Energy Portfolio Standards Act to provide for increlsse of energy efficiency, extends
the compliance period from 15 to 21 years and provides additinfegtones for the use
of alternative energyspecial Session House Bill {¥Mcllvaine Smith-D-Montgomery)
excluding purchase price of hybrid electric vehicles fromssaihel use taxgpecial Session
House Resolution gThomas-D-Philadelphia) designating November 15 as “Pennsglvani
GIS Day” and the week of November 11-17 as “National Ggdgrédwareness Week.”

Senate:All bills on the Calendar were tabled before the sembneak.
Committees

House:the Environmental Resources and Energy Committee hdidarang on mitigating
the impact of lifting the cap on electric rates.
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Senate:the Urban Affairs and Housing Committee holds a hgavimSenate Bill 1291
(Rhoades-R-Schuylkill) promoting blight reclamation ottBville.

Bills Introduced
The following bill of interest was introduced this week—
Nutrient Credit Trading: House Bill 2717 DePasquale-D-York) creating a Nutrient

Credit Trading Bank and trading prografhhis bill is part of the?A Fair Share for Clean
Water Plan)

Clean and Green Hearing Touches on Wind Farms, Natural Gas1iling

The House Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee thigkvbeld a public hearing on
issues surrounding the stat€&an and Green prograwhich provides farmers property
tax assessment reductions for permanently preservindgafadm

Specifically, the Committee heard comments on sépérees of legislation
including: House Bill 656(Bastian-R-Somerset) that would allow Clean and Green
participants to exclude the portion of a preserved farm destido a wind farm from the
program,House Bill 667(Sonney-R-Erie) amending the provisions relating ¢orémoval
of special tax treatment under the Farmland and Foesst Assessment Act afitbuse
Bill 1960 (Hershey-R-Chester) reimbursing municipalities for prop&t revenue lost if
10 percent or more of assessed value was under the Fdramdri-orest Land Assessment
Act.

Rep. Mike Hanna (D-Clinton) serves as Chair of the @dtae and Rep. Art
Hershey (R-Chester) serves as Minority Chair.

Agriculture Secretary Dennis Wolff said the Clean ance@iferogram is critical to
the financial health of farmers because it makes prppexes affordable and as a result
keeps farmers farming.

He expressed concerns about mini-estates that cafydaalihe preferential
assessment program, saying that was not the inter¢ ¢dfvih He also said his agency is
working with counties to develop a uniform approach to hagdiatural gas drilling rights
in the Marcellus Shale formation that farmers assing to provide additional income.

Secretary Wolff said the tax rollback provisions of @ean and Green Program
are triggered only when there is a “material altermétad the land surface, not when a
lease is signed, except in Allegheny County.

John Bel] Governmental Affairs Counsel for the PA Farm Buread ks
organization strongly supports the Clean and Green Progmdndentified several areas of
the law for clarification—

* Allowance for gas and oil leasing and exploration: pibean statute the legal
position reflected in regulations before 2001, which recagnikat use of Clean and
Green land for gas or oil extraction is authorized utigeiAct and that no tax
consequences will befall a Clean and Green landowneranthorizes or conducts gas
or oil well drilling or extraction activities on his aer land;
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» Classification of lands that are part of working fare@sider enacting provisions to
give clearer statutory guidance to county officialsheir analysis and determination of
how to classify working farms under the Act;

* Providing more constant application of assessment vanels;

» Allowance for alternative energy development. Legistasuch as House Bill 656
impose limited and more financially manageable tax apresaces for the use of Clean
and Green lands for development of wind-powered enenggrggon.

Kristen GoshornCounty Commissioners Association of PA, said the salyrce
of revenue for counties were property taxes and recouhedetme General Assembly
offset the tax exemptions they grant with funding.

Dr. Marc McDill and Dr. Mike Jacobsoienn State School of Forest Resources,
said any changes to the Clean and Green Program shoddoshbéearefully to benefit both
farmland and forest land owners. Among other chanpeg,recommended—

* Only update Clean and Green assessed values when assrasst is done for the
entire county;

* Another relatively simple change would be to placemaraClean and Green assessed
values at some fixed percentage - say 50 percent - ohéaket value;

» Additional reductions should be applied for having an approathgement plan,
being "Green Certified," or for having a conservation e&se on the property;

* To address the "mini-estate” problem, increase the mimicreage for being in the
program, for example to 20 acres rather than 10; and

* Apply a single, low tax rate, such as one dollar pez per year, to all forested
properties in the program.

Other witnesses providing testimony weteuis D’Amico, Executive Director of
the Independent Oil and Gas Association of RAbert HumgOctorara Area School
District, Chester County arieric A. Brown Chief Assessor Wyoming County.

House Environmental Committee Sets Hearing on Expiring Elecic Rate Caps

On July 22 the House Environmental Resources and Energyn@em will hold a hearing
in Monroeville on mitigating the impacts of electrite@aps that are due to expire in
2010.

Rep. Camille George (D-Clearfield) serves as Majditzvair of the Committee and
Rep. Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango) serves as MinorigirCh

Tentatively scheduled to testify are: Tyrone Christynmissioner, Pennsylvania
Public Utility Commission; Ray Landis, advocacy manag&RP-Pennsylvania;
Terrance Fitzpatrick, general counsel, Electric Powere@ion Association; David
Hughes, executive director, Citizen Power; and Jay AegGgive director, Carnegie
Mellon Electricity Center.

"Unless Pennsylvania acts forcefully, the 700,000 customekegfheny Energy
will be paying 63 percent more for power come January 1, 204itl, Rep. George. "The
63-percent increase is a conservative projection, and Peangyheeds to take action
now to avoid this job- and family-destroying nightmare."

"Pennsylvania’s electric deregulation scheme of 1996 has pt@ena hoax on
consumers," said Rep. George, one of only 28 House metobearte against
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deregulation. "States that did not deregulate are enjoyiegpein power prices, and many
states that were snookered into deregulation are nowdstMing furiously."”

Rep. George said Pennsylvania at the very least should coasidading the rate
caps on electric generation. The rate caps were agpesvpart of a deal that has seen
electric customers pay $12 billion in stranded costs ftitieg' uncompetitive plants in
deregulated markets.

"Utility profits are surging, and no one should be hoodwdnicebelieve that any
utility will be at risk from policies that protect thee@monwealth's businesses and
citizens," Rep. George said. "In less than 30 months, twnezs could pay $1.55 billion
more -- and $2.5 billion more for commercial customethan what they are paying today
for electricity."”

Pennsylvania utilities, representing more than 80 perceheddtate's electric
customers, their scheduled rate-cap expirations, andpttogércted rate increases are:
Allegheny Energy, December 31, 2010, 63 percent; PPL, Dexreditb 2009, 37 percent;
FirstEnergy/Penelec, December 31, 2010, 50 percent; Firgiffheat-Ed, December 31,
2010, 54 percent; and PECO, December 31, 2010, 8 percent.

"Areas of Pennsylvania where the rate cap expired hareedectricity charges
jump by as much as 130 percent virtually overnight,” Rep. Gesaige"The end of rate
caps in deregulated states resulted in traumatic increasksling 72 percent in
Maryland, 59 percent in Delaware and 82 percent in Texas."

Rep. George, whosepecial Session House Bill would extend electric-
generation rate caps for at least two more yearshsaiglrequesting subpoena power for
additional hearings to be scheduled across the state.

"It is outrageous to allow double-digit rate increasesnvmany utilities are
showing record profits, competition remains a myth antemers are being bludgeoned
by high food and energy prices," Rep. George said. "Thanlgeaill focus on the situation
confronting us and what needs to be done before thencagases hit."

The hearing will be held from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Julyt2he& Comfort Inn
Conference Center, 699 Rodi Road, Monroeuville.

Senate Committee To Hold Hearing on Neighborhood Blight Reclamiain

The Senate Urban Affairs and Housing Committee wildl lzopublic hearing July 22 on
the proposed Neighborhood Blight Reclamation and Revitaizéct-- Senate Bill 1291
(Rhoades-R-Schuylkill)—in Pottsville.

Sen. John Pippy (R-Allegheny) serves as Majority Clagt Sen. Shirley Kitchen
(D-Philadelphia) serves as Minority Chair.

The Committee is scheduled to hear from representatitbe @ennsylvania
Housing Finance Agency, the Pennsylvania State Assoc@ttBaroughs, the
Pennsylvania Bankers Association, and Schuylkill CommuAutjon.

The Neighborhood Blight Reclamation and Revitalizatd@h would expedite the
process of prosecuting owners of blighted properties andhgivecipalities the authority
to go after the financial assets of negligent owrigns. bill would also clarify the identity
of property owners and hold them responsible for the cipadicosts to secure, remediate
or demolish blighted structures.

"This hearing will be held in Pottsville, but blight is mestricted to urban areas. It
is a serious problem in communities across Pennsylvania,'R®®ades said. "It
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depresses property values and promotes crime. My legrsiatibhold landlords
accountable for the costs that blight places on oomgunities.”

The bill is part of a legislative package introduced eattiiss year by Sen.
Rhoades, Sen. Pippy and other legislators aimed at eatpinicipalities prevent blight
and remediate abandoned properties.

"Combating blight isn't easy. It's a lingering problem withquick solutions. But
there are steps we can take, and we should to do eveytii can to provide communities
with the tools to reclaim their neighborhoods,"” said $gmpy.

The hearing will take place July 22 at 10 a.m. at theigkili County Courthouse,
401 N. Second Street, Pottsville.

Other News

PROP Announces Winners of 2008 Waste Watchers Awards

TheProfessional Recyclers of Pennsylvaflannsylvania Waste Industries Association
and theKeystone Chapter of the Solid Waste Association afiNAmericaannounced the
winners of the 2008 Waste Watchers Awards this week to rem&einnsylvania’s most
outstanding recycling programs/projects.

This year nearly 50 municipalities, counties, private bisses, individuals and
community organizations are being recognized for going ahaéayond what is
mandated under Act 101 for their communities or programs.

The Waste Watcher awards are given to recycling, waslgction, reuse and
composting programs in Pennsylvania that have exhibited exgnmale€formance.

In addition to the regular awards, four award winners leen recognized for
extraordinary efforts in 2007. These special award wirtmere distinguished themselves
by involving youth in recycling, creating jobs (especiddly special needs employees) and
for diverting higher amounts of materials in specidleobions.

These special Award winners are: the Fairview Township&dbistrict, Greene
ARC, the Associates from the Milesburg CCDA WatersiWacturing Facility and the
combined efforts of Alliance Landfill, Apex Waste Seescand Beach Lake Transfer
Station.

Act 101 — the Municipal Waste Planning, Recycling and Waste Redustt —
will soon celebrate its 20th anniversary and has helpeergensignificant economic and
environmental benefits.

Recycling has become a billion dollar industry in Pennsy&aliVith each passing
year, there is a steady increase in the amountlletted recyclables and the number of
jobs created by the industry.

Recycling has saved precious resources and energy, limgedhgruse emissions
and other air and water pollutants. This growth and ssdsehe result of a serious
commitment to recycling by individuals, businesses, govermrand the recycling
industry like these award winners.

The 2008 Waste Watchers Award Winners by County are--

Adams County - Gettysburg College along with the United Way of Ad&osinty
Beaver County- CENTRIA
Blair County - Roaring Spring Paper Products
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Bucks County - Waste Management of PA along with the NewspapéEsiutation Dept.
of the Bucks County Courier Times and the Intelligencewpapers
Centre County Associates from CCDA Waters Manufacturing Facil®p¢a-Cola)-
Special Award Winner, Benjamin's Catering, Boy Scouts oéAca Venturing Crew #
333, Boy Scouts of America Troop # 367, Centre County Soadté/Authority, Centre
Region COG — Brooks Parker, Elly Engle, Harris Townshgnn State University, Penn
State Dept of Crop and Soil Sciences, Room Doctor Fuen@or, SRI International, The
Art Alliance of Central PA, The Borough of State @gk, Webster's Bookstore Café
Clinton County - Clinton County Solid Waste Authority
Columbia County - Town of Bloomsburg
Dauphin County - Mack Trucks- Packaging Team
Erie County - Fairview Township School District — Special Award Winnafaste
Management of Erie along with- Borough of Edinboro, Boroaiginion City, City of
Erie, Fairview Township, Harborcreek Township, LawrenagkFownship, Millcreek
Township, Summit Township, Washington Township
Greene County- Greene ARC — Special Award Winner
Lackawanna and Wayne Counties Alliance Landfill along with Apex Waste Services
and Beach Lake Transfer Station — Special Award Winner
Lancaster County -Agri Marketing Inc, dba USA Gypsum, Lancaster Cty SWA
Lehigh County - City of Allentown- Bureau of Recycling & Solid Waste
Lehigh & Northampton - Bethlehem Recycling Bureau
Luzerne County - Luzerne County Solid Waste Management
Montgomery County - Upper Merion Townships "Good Neighbor Recycling Awards
Program"”
Northampton County - Just Born Inc.- Green Team
Wayne County - State Correctional Institute at Waymart
Westmoreland County- Levin Furniture

A description of each winner is available onl(Exel Spreadsheet format

For more information, visit therofessional Recyclers of Pennsylvania website.

Recycling Workshop Schedule Announced for Blair County

TheProfessional Recyclers of Pennsylvarmmeconjunction with the Blair County
Intermunicipal Relations Committee, announced an aggressieeting campaign,
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle...Repeat” designed to educate identef Blair County
about curbside recycling.

Educators, retailers, manufacturers and other businesr®ware being invited to
attend specialized workshops that focus on how to propsjcle in their business
setting.

Both at home and at the office, Blair County residentbe City of Altoona,
Logan Township, as well as Tyrone and Hollidaysburg boreagh all mandated by the
Department of Environmental Protection to recycle.

The workshops are designed to educate business people bomity with DEP
regulations in order to improve recycling rates in thentp. Workshop attendees will
receive a specialized brochure that will pinpoint eyasthat they need to know for proper
(and simple to implement) recycling in their workplace.
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In addition to workshops, PROP and the IRC are devadppiresidential brochure
that will be arriving in mandated community mailboxesian July. This customized
brochure will provide curbside recycling schedules for eamhdated community as well
as specific tips on what can be recycled.

In 2006 a program audit by the DEP concluded that compliartpeaformance in
Altoona, Logan Township, Tyrone and Hollidaysburg borougheweor. The DEP made
a number of recommendations to the IRC to address theshongs, including the need
for an extensive and comprehensive public relations/educzdimpaign.

The IRC partnered with PROP in the spring to developahgaign, with the first
workshop being held for schools July 9. Educators fromohiéy Altoona Central
Catholic, Bishop Guilfoyle and Hollidaysburg attended tlssisa.

The complete workshop schedule is below--

» Commercial & Institutional Workshop, August 8. This worksliocuses on office
recycling, and will also discuss the elements of@hmercial and institutional
recycling. Penn State Devorris Downtown Center, 1431 Tiwélfenue, Altoona
starting at 10:30 a.m.;

* Commercial & Institutional Workshop, August 11. Tyrone Bago Building, 1100
Logan Avenue, Tyrone starting at 10:30 a.m.;

* Commercial & Institutional Workshop, August 12. Hollidaysh&orough Building,
401 Blair Street, Hollidaysburg starting at 10:30 a.m.; and

* Commercial & Institutional Workshop, August 13. Giant Edd&ket, Logantown
Centre, Community Room, Logan Valley Mall startind.&80 p.m.; and

* Apartment/Multi-Family Workshop, August 15. Community Rodtfeventh Street
Tower, Altoona starting at 10:30 a.m.

For more information on recycling in Pennsylvania, vistRhofessional Recyclers of

Pennsylvania website

Voluntary Conservation Agreements Protect Globally Significant Wateshed

Three landowners alorigench Creelave permanently .
protected their property for future generations and impraved tf -
likelihood that one of the most biologically diversesatns in the '
northeastern United States will continue to thrive. GGy

They accomplished this by entering their land into
voluntary conservation agreements with tliestern
Pennsylvania Conservancy

A voluntary conservation agreement is a legal docume .
that limits future development of a property. These agess
are tailored to specific features of the property andntieeests of& :
the landowner. The easements, which are perpetual anéxsadively for conservation
purposes, are held by a qualified conservation organizatipualdic agency.

These three voluntary conservation agreements etigatralmost two miles of
French Creek frontage will be permanently protected. Aulthlly, each easement
provides special protection for 300 feet immediately adjaimethe creek.

This area, called a riparian buffer, has been zonédigkest Protection” allowing
no activity other than research, education and passoveation (e.g. hiking, fishing, bird
watching) in this area. Riparian buffers provide a vamétgcological services such as
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improving water quality by filtering runoff, protecting stredanks from eroding, keeping

water cool by shading the stream, and by providing habitat $@ariety of terrestrial and

aquatic life important to these stream ecosystems.

“French Creek represents the very best of our regionmigtbecause of its
exceptional water quality, but in the way like-minded orgdiuna and individuals came
together with a common goal that it remains that wagil WPC Associate Vice
President, Land Conservation and Stewardship, Greg Socha.

"The permanent protection of three more tracts of lrdering French Creek is a
win for all who care about the watershed,” said Joautif, president of French Creek
Valley Conservancy. “We are grateful to all of our pars'who made it happen: the
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, The Nature Consertaedy,S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, the Game Commission the Fish and Boat Cosromnisprivate donors, and
especially the three caring landowners."

The voluntary conservation agreements prohibit sulidivigliredging of French
Creek, and timbering within the highest protection area.grbperties encompass portions
of three counties and include:

» 47.8 acres in Erie County that hosts almost a mileonitédge along the West Branch of
French Creek. The easement agreed to by landowners Jaektaieth Pfadt protects
bottomland and floodplain forests along the creek.

* 84 acres in Mercer County from landowner Steve Jacksdundies one-fifth of a mile
of frontage along French Creek. Three associated plaoctes found on this property
are recognized by the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Progr@mrasiunities of
Special Conservation Concern and considered rare irsigania.

» 45 acres in Crawford County that fronts both French CaeekMohawk Run and is
adjacent to the Erie National Wildlife Refuge. The eva) Bob and Lesa Cranmer
have also agreed to allow public access which includesl &aithe creek for canoe
access, as well as parking and primitive camping.

“As a landowner | viewed the program as a way to ‘gzekbfor all of the
enjoyment | receive from our wonderful Pennsylvania landstap& landowner Bob
Cranmer. “It is also a vehicle through which | can do my pgpassing on a clean, green,
environment to my children and future generations. The Rr€neek watershed is an
historic national treasure. | am proud to have helped peegeand aided others to enjoy
it.”

In addition to support from individual WPC donors, thejgrbreceived funding
from The Nature Conservancy, which has identified Fré&hieek as "one of the last great
places in the United States."”

Funding was provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Serviceugh Landowner
Incentive Program grant I-1-1, administered jointly tlglo the Game Commission and
Fish and Boat Commission. LIP provides federal costesttaacquire voluntary
conservation agreements that protect habitats thashestes of greatest conservation
need, as identified in the Fish and Boat Commissianlglife Action Plan

In the French Creek Watershed this especially includesafidhmussels. This
program is administered by the Game Commission andisheaRd Boat Commission.

A common interest in protecting one of the most impurteaterways in the
northeast led to the creation in 2007 of the FrenchiClemt Venture. The goal of the
Joint Venture is to leverage the strengths of the thrganizations, Western Pennsylvania
Conservancy, French Creek Valley Conservancy and HBhbar&l Conservancy, to work
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with willing private landowners to conserve key floodplamad @iparian zones that provide
protection for water quality and the many species thatetlim French Creek.

“We are proud to work with our partners and these conserveninded
landowners to protect such an important freshwater res@sr&rench Creek,” said The
Nature Conservancy’s Director of Conservation Openatidodd Sampsell. “The Nature
Conservancy works globally on the most important af@aliodiversity, and our work
through the French Creek Joint Venture is a great exaaigiow we can leverage local
partnerships to dramatically increase the scope and paoasdrvation over what could
be accomplished by any individual organization.”

For nearly 40 years, the Western Pennsylvania Consertiasayorked to
conserve French Creek and its watershed, one of thedmesse streams in the
northeastern U.S. and a globally significant watershed.

In November 1969, WPC first protected a rich wetland hargaare plants along
Hubble Run known as Wattsburg Fen Natural Area. WPC agegito accomplish its
goals through land purchases and voluntary conservatiomagmnezewith private
landowners along the creek.

Each year, WPC plants and maintains community gardehgraening projects
throughout Western Pennsylvania. In 2007, WPC partnered wité timan 5,300
volunteers and dozens of community organizations to fkdtgardens in 19 western
Pennsylvania counties.

For more information, visit th&/estern Pennsylvania Conservancy website

DRBC Votes Additional Protections for Lower Delaware Water Quality

Delaware River Basin Commissidimis week voted to permanently designate the Lower
Delaware as Significant Resource Waters undeBC's Special Protection Waters
program, according to Executive Director Carol R. Callier

The unanimous action establishes numeric values foirexistter quality in the
76-mile-long stretch of river extending from the Delasvd/ater Gap National Recreation
Area downstream to the head of tide at Trenton, N.J.

It also expands coverage of the DRBC’s SPW anti-degoadisgulations to
include the entire 197-mile non-tidal Delaware River fidancock, N.Y. south to
Trenton.

“This permanent designation clearly demonstrates the@&Bng-term objective
of keeping our clean water clean by ensuring that futuréakiges to the Lower Delaware
will have no measurable change on existing high water guialibflier said. “We believe
this action, along with the previous SPW designatiostabiishes the longest stretch of
anti-degradation policy on any river in the nation.”

SPW program is designed to prevent degradation in streahrsvars considered
to have exceptionally high scenic, recreational, ecoddgand/or water supply values
through stricter control of wastewater discharges andtiagaequirements.

The initial SPW regulations adopted in 1992 focused on cdingqdoint (or end-
of-pipe) sources of pollution to maintain existing highevajuality. In 1994, the
regulations were amended to add language dealing witlothplex issue of non-point
source pollutants that are found in runoff, especiatigrdfeavy rains.

The July 16 rulemaking decision has been years in thkengyebeginning with the
efforts leading up to President Bill Clinton signing légfi®n into law adding key
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segments of the Lower Delaware and selected tributaridge National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System in November 2000.

This federal designation was followed in April 2001 withedition from the
Delaware Riverkeeper Network to classify the Lowetdware as Special Protection
Waters.

Extensive data were collected from 2000 through 2004, whichrozedithat
existing water quality in this stretch of river exceedex$instate and federal standards, and
an eligibility report was issued by DRBC in August 2004.

The Lower Delaware has been temporarily classifiegigisificant Resource
Waters by DRBC since January 2005, making it subject to ¥l &ulations except
those that stipulate the use of numeric values fotiegisvater quality.

The temporary designation was made pending a determiradtibe numeric
values, evaluation of options for implementing the,ratasideration of rule clarifications
needed to ensure the program’s uniform application iarals of the basin that drain to
SPW, and rulemaking to adopt the amendments to DRB@teMQuality Regulations that
are needed to fully implement the program.

As adopted, the rule requires new or expanding facitibelemonstrate that their
discharges will not cause measurable change to existirey gaslity.

In response to concerns raised during the public commeatptdre adopted
rulemaking clarified language, in particular relating t® tircumstances under which
wastewater facilities must employ nondischarge adidres or natural treatment
technologies and how they must demonstrate that tilegause no measurable change.

It was noted at the July 16 meeting that the clarificetiwere consistent with the
overall goal of “no measurable change except to natunalitons” and with provisions
applicable to already designated SPW areas upstreamDétémare Water Gap National
Recreation Area.

The commission plans to hold informational workshopdaming the rulemaking
later this year, but the dates and locations haveoys determined.

For more information, visit thBRBC’s Special Protection Waters webpage

NewsClips: Lower Stretch of Delaware River Gets Protection Status

Delaware River Gets Special Protections
DRBC Moves to Protect Delaware River
Delaware River States Agree to Water Cooling Plan
Editorial: Help Keep the Delaware Clean

150 Join in Western Pennsylvania Conservancy Allegheny River Sojourn

Recently, staff from thgVestern Pennsylvania
Conservancyelped more than 150 canoeists enjoy
the river on a two-day Allegheny River Sojourn.

The Western Pennsylvania Conservancy has
longstanding history of studying and conserving the®
Allegheny River that dates back to the 1960s and §&
includes conservation of nearly 20,000 acres of its L
islands, shorelines and surrounding land. el

A bald eagle created a wonderful start to the
event by catching a fish on the river's edge as the
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sojourners assembled. “Practically after launchingber@ down and picked up northern
riffleshell mussels, a federally endangered speciesy"Jsson E. Farabaugh, who attended
the sojourn with his family.

WPC's Freshwater Conservation Program has coordisat&sh previous sojourns,
all of which were along the Clarion River, but this ydacided to explore the Allegheny.
"The Allegheny River has been called a paddler’s drefferirng sections of

changing currents followed by quiet, still waters on thekichannels of undisturbed
islands," said WPC’s Senior Director of Freshwatenggovation Nick Pinizzotto. "The
weather cooperated for the most part, and canoeisesafdx to experience the Allegheny
River at its cleanest and most natural state.”

Participants passed through dramatic hardwood forestygadind discovered
undisturbed islands that are sanctuaries for wildlifel984, Congress designated seven
National Forest islands between Buckaloons and Tionegtaresf the National
Wilderness Preservation System. The sojourn passed timese islands, Baker Island,
and two other islands along the way.

Participants explored and learned about the Alleghengsraater communities.
The Allegheny River is one of Pennsylvania's richest watgsvior freshwater mussels,
with exceptional populations of the federally endangeneldstiell and northern riffleshell
mussels living there.

The sojourn began in Tidioute, Warren County, and traveld ionesta, Forest
County. WPC provided a camping site as an option for theewished to be outdoors as
much as possible. The group continued on from Tionesta allepato President, Pa.

Together with its members and partners, WPC hopes tongerio conserve and
restore the Allegheny River, so that present and futurerggons can enjoy this natural
treasure.

400 Participate in Wildlands Conservancy 2008 Lehigh River Sojourn

Bald eagles, ospreys, snapping turtles, and great b
herons demonstrated firsthand lessons to students
ranging in ages 8-70 years old, about the importange
of preserving natural habitats during this year’'s
Lehigh River Sojourn.

From the fast moving water of the Lehigh
Gorge to the meandering river in the metro-
wilderness of the Lehigh Valley, this five-day journe
brought Sojourners closer to nature through
whitewater rafting, canoeing, and kayaking.

The event raised over $24,000 for the programs and servigésdédnds
Conservancy

During the Sojourn, numerous lessons were learned thiedigtation
presentations provided by local organizations, musical emewtat, and self-discovery.

Presentations varied from information on the importafaonservation, to a tour
of the new America on Wheels Transportation Museorthe presentation of the Friends
of the Lehigh River awards at Tri Boro Sportsman Clala classic rock concert featuring
Air Product’s corporate band The Difference. Local gowent officials join the
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Sojourners on the river along with employees fronaliduisiness including C.F. Martin &
Co., Conectiv Energy, Lafarge North America, and LeMghey Hospital.

“I brought my teenage son and two other teenage boyy athiead a great time.
The accommodations and archeological/historical lessens beyond our expectations.
We saw a bald eagle, a sight we will always rememBeiun and great learning
experience for all. It kept the kids away from X-Bsnd gave them appreciation for the
Lehigh River,” comments Julie Salinas, environmental coatdr at Conectiv Energy.

Over the course of the five days, Sojourners were guided tlee river by
experienced safety guides provided by Northeast PA Kayakihgoband the Lehigh
Valley Canoe Club, meals were provided by local reastagrand caterers, and
accommodations were organized through local municipaétesassociations.

“The collaboration of over 50 organizations is what makesSojourn such a
success,” exclaims Christopher Kocher, president odMhtds Conservancy, “The strong
partnerships that Wildlands Conservancy has with teeaisiastic groups allows us to
organize an enjoyable and educational trip for each participan

The 2008 Lehigh River Sojourn sponsors are: C.F. Martiro& Bennsylvania
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Goawergy, Lafarge North
America, Northeast PA Kayaking School, Jim Thorpe RA@ventures, Cramp 911,
Panther Creek Partners, Pocono Whitewater AdventurésCBiporation, Valley
Preferred, America on Wheels Transportation Museumn8g Automotive Group,
Eastern Industries, Inc., Nestle Waters North Ametima, Nestor’s Sporting Goods,
Northampton Borough Municipal Authority, Pretreatment Infation Exchange and
Witt's Tree Service.

For information on the 2008 Lehigh River Sojourn, pleaseambiilizabeth
McKinney, Development Manager Wildlands Conservancg18t965-4397, ext. 26.

Eastern Brook Trout Habitat Grant Proposals Requested

TheEastern Brook Trout Joint Venture—Fish Habitat
Partnershigs requesting project proposals that
conserve habitats which support healthy, productive
populations of brook trout or enhances and restores
habitats that have historically sustained brook trout
populations.

Applications must be received by October 1

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service federal funds,
available to support the Natlonal Fish Habitat Action R¥dhbe used to assist in funding
top ranked proposals. Therefore it’'s important that psed projects be developed in
coordination with the nearest U.S. Fish and Wildliezv&e Fisheries Resource Office.

Please be aware the final funding amount and time albévdy is unknown at
this time. However, applicants will be notified of yquoject’s ranking score and funding
status as that information becomes available.

Proposals should range from approximately $10,000 to $50,00@ranarequest
and must have a minimum of a 1:1 match from other seurce

These funds can only be used for on the- ground habitaeoa@tion and
improvement projects and related design and monitoringitaesi They can not be used
for acquisition in fee or easement.
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Each successful application must contain the follovitexgs: project proposal
using the application form, FONS database form, letsupport from State Fishery
Management Agency, and photograph release form.

Ranking criteria by which all proposals will be scored all forms and
instructions can be found at tBestern Brook Trout Joint Venture—Fish Habitat
Partnership website.

Send completed application packets to: Callie McMunigal, obéan
Partnership Coordinator, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sendd$) E Main St., White Sulphur
Springs, WV 24986.

For more detailed information, please contact the se&at&. Fish and Wildlife
Service Fisheries Resource Office or Callie McMunig&(t-536-4760.

Workshops Help Applicants Apply for Chesapeake Bay Watershed dtication Grants

The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office will haddmmer workshopfor organizations
wishing to apply for the 2009 Chesape&kesy Watershed Education and Training (B-
WET) grants

The deadline for applications is October 3.

The workshops (and two webinars for those who cannot rhake-{erson
workshops) offer tips on putting together a successfulagin, and will be held in
Maryland, Virginia and Washington DC locations.

The highly competitive B-WET project funding program wilbpide hands-on
watershed education and also gives students a meaningéusived education experience
before finishing high school.

For program and workshop information, visit ey \Watershed Education and
Training (B-WET) grants webpage

SRBC Issues Water Availability Study for Deer Creek WatershedYork County

The Susquehanna River Basin Commissthis week released a study projecting water use
demands oeer Creek Watershad York County, Pa and Hardford County, Md. through
the year 2025.

The population of this rapidly developing bi-state watetshgrojected to undergo
another 24 percent increase by the year 2025. The inceeaseantly fueled by growth
and development around Shrewsbury in York County, Pennsglvamd Bel Air in
Harford County, Maryland, and will be further intengifiey the military base realignment
plan for Aberdeen Proving Ground.

“The Commission’s overall conclusion is that there lamits to the water resources
in Deer Creek, particularly in summer and early fall wHews are normally at their
lowest,” said SRBC Maryland Commissioner Dr. Robern&ers, Deputy Secretary,
Maryland Department of the Environment. “The projectedvgniand urbanization likely
to be realized over the next 20 years in the Deer Ghédlershed will only add to current
water availability problems and stresses on aquatic resed

In the 171-square-mile watershed, water is used largetjofmestic, commercial,
industrial and agricultural purposes. In light of the pta@growth and development,
SRBC evaluated a number of factors to determine poteotmlicts over future water
availability, including the region’s geology, precipitatimtake and natural losses (such as
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evaporation), percentage of groundwater and surface wateibuting to Deer Creek, and
frequency of and impacts from past drought events.

SRBC Executive Director Paul Swartz said, “Based oniagistnd projected water
demands versus availability, it is not prudent for camities in and around the watershed
to rely on Deer Creek as a stand-alone water supply solnsead, they should look to
the creek as part of a conjunctive system, where neigurces are combined to meet the
area’s water needs.”

In light of the growing water needs and concerns ovailability, SRBC presented
a number of recommendations in the Deer Creek stucydimg:

» Continue collecting reported water use data;

* Monitor tributary flows and groundwater levels in high dethand sensitive areas;

* Implement stormwater management to maintain aqrefgnarge and base flows;

* Encourage water conservation;

» Develop site-specific use standards to enhance the pootet all streams in the Deer
Creek Watershed; and

» Compile information on seasons and hydrologic condstessociated with recreational
needs.

Swartz said, “In addition to serving interests in ar@uad the Deer Creek
Watershed, SRBC will use the findings from this studgttape our own regulatory and
planning decisions affecting this watershed.”

For more information, visit thBeer Creek Watershed Study webpage.

Friends of the Wissahickon Seeking Volunteers for Sustaable Trails Initiative

Throughout July, August, and September,Fhends of the Wissahickowill be working
on the Early Implementation phase of ttgirstainable Trails Initiative

STl is a three-phased, multi-year project to make theites of National
Recreation Trails in the Wissahickon a physically andafigsustainable system that
works for all park users.

The project is being organized by the Friends of the Wiskan in partnership
with the Fairmount Park Commission and project coaststfrom the International
Mountain Bicycling Association Trail Solutions Team.

The Early Implementation Trail entails completeomstruction, partial re-routing,
and replanting of one mile of the lower trail on et (Chestnut Hill) side of
Wissahickon Creek between Bells Mills Road and ThomdisRdad (the covered bridge).
(Full implementation would involve 4-5 miles of trail.)

In conjunction with work on the trail itself and ptamg along the trail corridor,
prototypes of the new trail blazing, signage, and informatiosks will be installed. In
addition, a handicap accessible parking place willrbated in the lot opposite the
trailhead and a handicap accessible trail section Belts Mills Road to the Pavilion will
be improved.

Volunteers are needed and must register with Volurf@eerdinator Kevin Groves
at 215-247-0417 or by sending email dooves@fow.org

For more information, visit thBustainable Trails Initiative webpage
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Delaware Highlands Conservancy Publishes Guide to Local Farm dkets

TheDelaware Highlands Conservanagnounced the publication of Shop Local, Save
Land, a guide to local farms and farmers’ markets in MenRike and Wayne counties.

The guide is an excellent resource for residents andngsitho desire fresh and
healthy foods and enjoy visiting the beautiful and abundgntultural resources of the
three-county area. The attractive, easy-to-use bredists farms, farmers’ markets and
farm stands that produce and sell local agricultural ptsditdncludes a keyed map for
easy navigation.

“Farming families have passed their way of life on tigio generations that have
worked their land and sustained our community by providindy fagsl healthy produce,
meats and dairy products,” says Delaware Highlands Comssrixecutive Director Sue
Currier. “But that way of life—and the land that makesassible—has become
threatened. When working the land is no longer a viablecro@ choice, local farmers
are often forced to make land use decisions that withately change the area’s rural
character.

“We saw a need for a complete list of producers and gsowfdocal produce, and
we are delighted by the publication of the 2008 Shop L&zale Land guide,” says
Currier. “Next year’s book will grow to include locakisans, nurseries, garden shops,
small businesses, and restaurants that offer locallyrgemd produced products to the
public.”

The Delaware Highlands Conservancy—a local land troskimg with willing
landowners to protect the natural and cultural heritageeot/pper Delaware River
watershed—is pleased to support our local farms and fads)lan that farming remains a
vibrant and vital part of our local economy.

Since 1994, the Conservancy has made tremendous progcessanving the
forests, farms and waters of Pike and Wayne counti€®Ajrand Sullivan and Delaware
counties in NY. At the core of the Conservancy’s im@ot work are individual
landowners seeking to protect the land they own and love.

The Conservancy’s primary land protection tool is a eoraion easement, a
voluntary but legally binding agreement between a landoaméra land trust to protect
all, or some, of their property’s natural—or conseomat-value.

Shop Local, Save Land was produced in association vathiZnyne County
Library, W Design and Heron’'s Eye Communicationshwiénerous support from the
Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau, the John and Heldauile Foundation, the Wayne
County Community Foundation and an anonymous donor. The guilated on recycled
fiber manufactured using biogas energy.

Production of Shop Local, Save Land is a two-phase prdyestt year, the
Conservancy and Wayne County Library plan to build orstlegess of the current
publication by producing a more comprehensive book that inclisieg$ and
advertisements for local business, activities and evelated to local agriculture, in
addition to even more listings of farms and markets.

Complimentary copies of Shop Local, Save Land aregdistributed at many fine
shops, restaurants and lodging facilities within the tiomeety area that the guide
services, or may be found at the Delaware Highlands @aarsey office at 508 River
Street, in Hawley.
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To get your copy of the 2008 Shop Local, Save Land guidelwe tocluded in
next year’s more comprehensive book, visitBreaware Highlands Conservancy website
or by sending email tonfo @delawarehighlands.orgr calling 570-226-3164.

Majority of Trout Anglers Satisfied With Fishing Experience

The overwhelming majority of Pennsylvania trout angleesensatisfied with their trout
fishing experiences in Pennsylvania in 2007, accordingiteey resultseleased this week
by the Fish and Boat Commission.

According to the survey, 84 percent of surveyed angleryeaijtheir trout fishing
experiences in 2007. Only 13 percent were dissatisfied, niisating they were
somewhat dissatisfied.

Ratings of the overall performance of the Commissimong trout anglers were
also positive: 74 percent of trout anglers giving the @dssion a rating of excellent or
good.

“This is the first time in recent years that thelFand Boat Commission has
executed a comprehensive, statewide survey of trout ayiglaid PFBC Director of
Fisheries Leroy Young. “It's exciting to see how the publews our programs and how
we can take those views into account as we develop autroet management plan.”

The results of the study also indicated that a vegelaumber of trout anglers, 92
percent, are satisfied with current trout fishing regofeiand 65 percent support the two
opening days.

When choosing a location to fish for trout, the tapked consideration is that the
location is stocked with trout (50 percent say it isyverportant). The majority of
Pennsylvania trout anglers who fish at least half the for stocked trout (63 percent)
support the current management approach of stocking fewtelgrger trout.

The study, conducted by Virginia-based Responsive Manageeamatied a
telephone survey of 1,562 licensed Pennsylvania anglers ages bder who fished for
trout in 2007. The sample of trout anglers consistexhgfers who had purchased either a
Combination Trout-Salmon/Lake Erie Permit or a Troalr®n Stamp.

A copy of the survey results are available online

Susquehanna River Water Trail Recognized as National Recreationrdil

In honor of National Trails Day and the 40th anniversdithe National Trails System,
U.S. Secretary of the Interior Dirk Kempthorne retjedésignated 24 trails in16 states as
National Recreational Trails, including the middle amadr sections of thEusquehanna
River Water Trall

“One of my priorities at Interior is to reconnect Ancan families to nature,” said
Secretary Kempthorne. “The National Trails Systeroluding these additions, provides
an excellent link to the outdoors, particularly for childrilational Recreation Trails
exemplify partnerships and are providing a path to fitnedsseewardship for Americans
of all ages.”

The Middle and Lower Sections of Susquehanna River Waédy ffom Sunbury
to the Maryland border, was one of only two NationalrBaigon Trails designated this
year in Pennsylvania.
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This portion of the Susquehanna River Water Trail, whiehl®3-mile part of the
larger 440 mile long Susquehanna Greenway in Pennsylvania, & only three water
trails in the state to achieve National Recreationl $tatus and joins a statewide NRT
network of 51 trails totaling more than 1500 miles.

The Susquehanna Greenway Partnersombehalf of thé&usquehanna River Trail
Associationand the Lancaster — York Heritage Region, spearheadedfoieto seek
recognition of the water trail as a National Recreafirail.

The Middle Section of the Susquehanna River Water Traity Sunbury /
Northumberland to Harrisburg, was the first water iraPennsylvania, established in
1996, and is managed by the Susquehanna River Trail Association.

In cooperation with the Department of Conservationidatliral Resource’s
Bureau of Forestry, this segment of water trail hastavork of 21 island campsites, and
exciting features such as the Wade Island Heron Rookeegyoiothe most important
nesting sites for the Great Egret in the state.

A map and guidés available for the water trail at local retailarsl outfitters.

National Recreation Trailare components of the National Trails System and
recognize already existing trails that connect peoplegources and improve their quality
of life. The program is jointly administered by thetidaal Park Service Rivers, Trails,
and Conservation Assistance Program and the U.SstF8eevice in conjunction with
other federal and nonprofit partners, notably Americaxlg.r

These new additions become part of a national netwamkoo¢ than 1,000 trails
encompassing more than 12,000 miles.

For information on this and other water trails in Penrayi, visit the Fish and
Boat Commission’®ennsylvania Water Trails webpage

Pennsylvania Sea Grant Program Elevated to Institutional Level

The National Sea Grant College Program, part of thehk& Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, has designated Penn State Universigtsdhd College campus in Erie as
the InstitutionalSea Grant Program for Pennsylvania

Since its establishment as a small Sea Grant projd&98, Pennsylvania Sea
Grant has been on a steady path toward this signifisignation. The program's new
designation as an Institutional Program marks the feptlsefore designation as a full Sea
Grant College Program.

Pennsylvania Sea Grant has a history of strong partnerships state and has
already created relevant programs within the northveggbn of Pennsylvania, the Lake
Erie shoreline, and the Delaware River watershed. pfdgram is also extending efforts
into the Susquehanna River watershed.

The Penn State University system was awarded the dasigieé Institutional Sea
Grant Program based on a record of excellent perfornarn@romoting the ecological and
economic sustainability of Pennsylvania's coastal ressanme the Lake Erie watershed
through science-based research, education, and commutrgach.

Among its many achievements, Pennsylvania Sea Grant dmsctthe Seaway
Trail Pennsylvania Steering Committee since 2003. Asud i@fsthe committee's work,
the Seaway Trall received National Scenic Byway desigm&om the Federal Highway
Administration.
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This designation made the trail eligible for tourisatated economic development
projects along this corridor including $310,752 in federal fundindetvelop interpretive
panels. In addition, more than $330,000 was secured for foatpastruction.

For more information, visit theA Sea Grant website

DEP Awards $2 Million Grant to 3 Rivers Wet Weather Project

The Department of Environmental Protection this week arsexlit has awarded a $2
million grant to3 Rivers Wet Weather Into foster regionalization of municipal sewage
collector systems among communities served by the AdleglCounty Sanitary Authority
to more efficiently maintain and operate those systems

“Pennsylvania is facing nearly $20 billion in unmet infrastneetinvestment
needs, a large portion of which must be applied to our agidgleteriorating wastewater
systems,” said Cathy Curran Myers, DEP Deputy Secré&aiyater Management. “This
is too large a financial burden for ratepayers to bearydiild we’ve made new
investments in these critical systems available, mark needs to be done and we must
begin looking at alternatives to simply upgrading each aadydacility.”

“Regionalizing the 83 different sewer collection sys$ein the ALCOSAN service
area will result in cost effective operation and rremance of the systems and will
effectively prioritize needed capital improvementsjtddyers. “With 4,000 miles of
sewers serving more than a million people, it is egddotregion’s economy and quality
of life that the infrastructure be well maintained arnbée.”

With the $2 million grant from DEP, 3 Rivers Wet Weathvill develop a database
that includes asset, resource and financial informatam the 82 suburban municipalities.
The information can then be used by the municipalities ¥eldp strategies and
alternatives to regionalize municipal sewage colleggesysand produce a regionalization
plan.

The grant-funded work will build on the earlier effdns3 Rivers Wet Weather in
2002 to survey and map manholes and develop and implement mdoitoring system.
3 Rivers Wet Weather was formed in 1998 to help commumitidsess the issue of
untreated sewage and stormwater overflowing into themégwaterways during wet
weather. Such overflows affect Allegheny County’s pryrsource of drinking water and
make water unacceptable for recreational contact.

Combined sewers, or those designed to carry wastewatst@mwater, were
originally constructed to overflow during storms to prevesatiment facilities from being
overwhelmed.

Separate sanitary sewers were designed to carry wasteamalt stormwater in
separate systems, but because these systems aréytypitzr and in poorer condition,
stormwater is allowed to enter the system through brieake sewer lines. During
periods of wet weather, stormwater inundates the sgites, mixes with sewage, and
overflows into area rivers, streams and basements.

There are 21 combined sewer communities in the ALCOS AlNcgearea—the
largest being the City of Pittsburgh—and 54 with separatersgystems. Eight
communities are served by both types of systems.

Wet-weather overflows resulting from combined and sepa@ater systems are
now illegal under state and federal water quality laws.
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In 2004, DEP and Allegheny County Health Department negdt@iesent orders
and agreements with 80 of the municipalities and assdcsat@er authorities in the
ALCOSAN service area. The three remaining municipaliéiee expected to be under
agreement by the end of this year.

The agreements outline the steps necessary for comesutatbegin upgrading the
sewerage infrastructure, limiting combined sewer overfland,eliminating separate
sewer overflows.

Cooperation and regionalization are themes that haeeged during recent public
meetings held across Pennsylvania by members &fuhginable Water Infrastructure
Task Force

NewsClips:Local Group Gets $2 Million for Sewer Systems

State Grant to Aid Municipal Cooperation on Sewer Upgrade

PennVEST Announces $64 Million in Water Infrastructure Investments

The PA Infrastructure Investment Authority this week giés@pproval to $63.8 million in
low-interest loans and grants for 20 drinking water andemasgter projects in 16 counties.

In addition to noting the importance of this week’s prtgeo improving
Pennsylvania's water resources, Gov. Rendell acknowledg@0ttihanniversary of the
PennVEST program.

"The four and a half billion dollars in affordable finarg that this program has
awarded to over two thousand projects since its inceptioe@® yago has significantly
improved the quality of Pennsylvania's water systems and/¢ii-being of its citizens,"
Gov. Rendell said. "PennVEST represents an importanopBennsylvania's
environmental improvement and economic development sffort

"The PennVEST Board continues it's commitment to resideith the approval of
$59.9 million in low-interest loans and $4 million in gt fund 20 clean water
projects.”

The awards range from a $67,415 loan to alleviate public healbfepns in
Mercer County caused by leaking septic systems to an $8idmidhan and $1.2 million
grant to construct more than 14 miles of sewer cotlacnd transmission lines and other
facilities that will eliminate raw sewage dischargéds streams and groundwater in
Mifflin County.

A complete list of grant/loan awards is available online

DCNR Announces Competitive Bid for Natural Gas Leases on &te Forest Lands

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources &egidichael DiBerardinis this
week announced that the department will holleleae sale for subsurface oil and gas rights
on 18 tracts totaling 74,023 acres in the Loyalsock, Tiadagiind Tioga state forests in
Tioga and Lycoming counties.

"This lease sale is part of the policy announced edhigryear to focus on medium
and deep gas drilling to limit the impact on the surfacecamnather uses of the forest,"
Secretary DiBerardinis said. "We chose the tractaraf after extensive environmental
reviews to protect the health of the forest now andenfiiture.
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"Given the enormity of the nation's energy demand, makisgthan an additional
4 percent of our state forest available for drilling re@sonable decision that protects our
forest ecosystem and helps meet energy demands,'t@gddéBerardinis said.

DCNR will receive sealed bids for leases on each oi&acts from pre-qualified
bidders until 2 p.m. on Sept. 3. A list of bidders and the@wacisions will be posted on
DCNR's Web site within 24 hours.

A lease is awarded to the highest bidder based on the aofahe first year's land
rental. A lease covers annual land rental amounts arsbfosoyalties to be paid based on
the volume of gas extracted.

"Only a small portion of the total acreage will be usadwell site location,"
Secretary DiBerardinis said. "For each tract, we haeatified the number of well pads
that are allowed, and we encourage the use of existing. rblagle are portions of the
tracts that cannot be developed on the surface to pwidadr natural areas, ecosystems,
water bodies, recreational opportunities, or visual impagts vistas and trails.

A comprehensive environmental review is conducted by DCNfawdf the lease sale
planning process. Additional environmental reviews are dotledtme of well
permitting.”

Lease sales are developed by first receiving nominatioriedcacreage from gas
companies. Gas companies are required to submit competdiréobithe offered state
forest acreage. Highest responsible bidders may thessied contracts. DCNR retains
ownership and complete control of the land.

The primary term of the lease is a 10-year period, wimak be extended by
production from the lease. A gas well may produce forra¢decades or more.

Revenues generated from a lease sale go to the Oil ande@se Fund, which by
law must be used for conservation and recreation pragréne fund has been used to
obtain the mineral rights to parts of the state fondere DCNR did not own them, to
purchase the acreage for eight state parks and to expanceBktatle parks.

This lease sale responds to increased interest Maheellus Shale formation; a
deep resource thought to contain large quantities of natugatigaching from New York
through Pennsylvania and into West Virginia. In Pennsylvainéaformation reaches the
northern tier as far east as Wayne County and as#n and west as Somerset County
and the Pittsburgh area. New technology and increasediges pave made it possible to
recover the hard-to-reach fuel.

Since 1947, the department has held 72 lease sales, thévdsth was in 2002.
Currently, about 207,000 acres of the 2.1-million-acre $baest are under lease for gas
production, with about 650 wells in production.

For more information, visSDCNR'’s Oil and Gas Lease webpage

NewsClip: DCNR to Lease 74,000 Acres of Forest for Natural Gasifyill

Court Asked to Support Ordinances Regulating Natural Gasmgrill
Editorial: Taxpayers Deserve Severance Tax on Gasaxins

Sustainable Energy Fund, PPL Announce Small Business Lighy Retrofit Rebate

The Sustainable Energy Furahd PPL Electric Utilities are co-sponsoring &eall
Business Lighting Retrofit Rebate Prograamew financial rebate program to help small
business owners ease the expense of implementing esféicgncy measures in their
shops or stores.
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The deadline for submitting applications is August 29.

If a company or business has less than 100 employeegdradenl at the same
location as a PPL Electric Utilities customer foteatst three years, and has a good-
standing credit history with PPL Electric Utilitigsmay be eligible to apply to SEF for
this lighting rebate program.

Lighting retrofits are one of the best ways a busireas realize energy savings for
the future. Lighting upgrades generate solid kWh savings, $teaight-forward
calculations, and cost less than larger energy eftigieneasures. Qualified project
applicants must ugenergy Star qualified products

“SEF is pleased to partner with PPL Electric Utilitiesoffer a rebate for
businesses that want to upgrade their lighting systemgs”Jemnifer Hopkins, president of
SEF. “This rebate will help offset the immediate exjgenkile the energy savings will
benefit the company into the future.”

Only one rebate is available per business entity name ooject that will cost at
least $5,000. For eligible projects which cost between $:66%10,000, at the
completion of the project, a business owner will nez@ rebate based on 20 percent of the
project’s total cost.

In this rebate program there is a cap of $2,000 per busine&asiafl Business
Lighting Retrofit Application must be filled out andisuitted to SEF to confirm
eligibility.

After the work is completed SEF requires business owoessbmit
documentation of the scope of work, proof of purchas#l arfistalled energy efficient
products, and a copy of the electrical certification repiche rebate will be paid after you
submit documentation to SEF that all program requirentents been met.

An electrical energy audit will be conducted on a randaming of completed
projects. This will not be at the expense of any busioeser.

For more information and an application, visit theall Business Lighting Retrofit
Rebate Program webpggend email tgnarakovits@thesef.or@r call 610- 264-4440
ext. 15 with questions.

PUC OKs Rate Cap Removal Consumer Education Plans for 4 Compaes

The Public Utility Commission this week gave final apptafaconsumer-education plans
related to electric rate cap removal and price incredtsgation for West Penn Power
Company, Citizens' Electric Company, Wellsboro Elecdaenpany, and PPL Electric
Utilities Corporation.

The plans were required to include eight specific Enedycition Standards and
propose appropriate budget levels and cost recovery mseahaiiihe intention is to
prepare Pennsylvanians for removal of electric rate captoamake informed decisions
regarding their own levels of electric use.

Each plan is posted to théJC's website for review

Pollution Prevention, Energy Efficiency Grants Available FromDEP

The Department of Environmental Protectiors week announceitlis now accepting
applications for th&mall Business Advantage Grant Progrfampollution prevention and
energy efficiency projects.
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The deadline for applications is August 29.

Small Business Advantage provides up to 50 percent matching gi@aat
maximum of $7,500, to enable a small business in this Comnadttwe adopt or acquire
equipment or processes that result in energy efficiengpllution prevention. An eligible
applicant must be a for-profit small business ownersghmusiness or facility is located
within this Commonwealth. Most small businesses agébéd, including manufacturers,
retailers, service providers, mining businesses and agwaldtoncerns.

Eligible projects must save the business at least ®peannually in energy or
pollution related expenses.

The Department will begin accepting applications on 2aly

To download an application package and more informatioi,thiess DEPSmall
Business Advantage Grant Program webpareontact Dave Barnes, Office of Energy
and Technology Deployment, Small Business Ombudsman's Oiti@dd. 7-783-8411 or
send email toepadvantagegrant@state.pa.us

Applicants can also contact teevironmental Management Assistance Progoam
call 877-ASK-EMAP.

Keystone Fund, Growing Greener Help Protect Lehigh Valley Genways

In a former factory town still associated with stpedduction, thédethlehem Greenwaig
linking urban areas to forests and open spaces.

On June 4, Mayor John Callahan announced that Bethl€litgralosed on a $1.9
million deal to acquire 28 acres of land from Norfolk Seuth The land encompasses an
abandoned rail yard, which extends south and east frorad=Hill Bridge. It is intended
for use as a three mile pedestrian and biking trail.

DCNR administered $600,000 of Keystone and Growing Greends fior the
acquisition.

"This grant will help provide for the long term conservatand creation of safe
open space in a dense urban section of Bethlehem whereawpipes for land protection
and recreational areas are limited," said DCNR Seagrdtachael DiBerardinis. "This
greenway and trail effort is about connecting peopledallgreen space, and providing a
transportation alternative between South Bethlehenttendowntown area,” he added.

The existing dirt path will be paved, allowing it servebath a leisure site and a
functional non-motorized transportation route.

“The greenway is much more than a park and recreatioagbybfCallahan said. “It
is also a project of economic and cultural renaissanBethlehem.”

Increased pedestrian traffic on the trail will serwdoost the local economy as
visitors are drawn to the Lehigh Valley area.

“It is more than a Rail Trail. It's very close toet Bethlehem Steel Site so that
gives us an opportunity to tell the history of the ciggid Darlene Heller, Director of
Planning & Zoning for Bethlehem City.

“There are opportunities to create places to display ad, there are economic
developments,” she added. “An old Bethlehem Steel par&ingds replaced with new
town homes. Without the greenway being there, they pigheouldn’t have been built at
that site.”
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DCNR'’s involvement does not end with the recent land iatgpn, however. The
Department has pledged $250,000 in the form of a Keystonetgveautd the creating a
master plan to further develop the trail.

The first development phase involves the section runnorg tnion Station to
Taylor Street. Grading, paving and seeding the area willttekgrears.

The second development phase will focus on the aresebetTaylor Street and
Saucon Park. The construction should be complete by 20ddds fare in place by then.
Other grant money will go toward developing skate parikgatbe trail. DCNR has
donated $200,000 of the $400,000 total project costs using Keystorey nThe skate
park will include streetscape equipment, lighting and fencing.

This is a Lehigh Valley Greenways project aiming to @easate and local
partnerships to protect and connect urban spaces and greerditeahis project,
Bethlehem continues on the path toward striking a balbeteeen community
revitalization and land conservation.

Visit DCNR’s Greenways and Trails webpafpe more information.

Written by Emily Weir, who is currently serving as an interthexDCNR Bureau of
Recreation and Conservation’s planning, outreach and technical support division.
Reprinted frorDCNR’s Resource newsletter

ClearWater Conservancy Receives $10,000 Grant From Dominion

TheDominion Foundatioras given a $10,000 grant@ear\Water Conservanavhose
mission is to promote the conservation and restorafimatoral resources in central
Pennsylvania.

The grant will help the group to conserve Scrub Oak Shrulidanens habitat in
central Pennsylvania by conserving existing barrens and byingshastoric barrens.
Without conservation, numerous acres of Scrub Oak Smditbarrens will be lost or
compromised by habitat conversion and land development.

Scrub Oak Shrubland barrens support 15 species of specialcancemany high-
priority species. The location, condition, and restorapotential of its current and historic
extent in central Pennsylvania is unknown.

ClearWater has many objectives to accomplish its goabdhserve this habitat. At
the project’s end, the group hopes to implement “proactweservation actions including
land acquisition or easement of barrens parcels fnbendsted landowners, habitat
management and restoration, and landowner education.”

The grant was made through the Dominion Foundation, whidadicated to the
economic, physical and social health of the commurseeged by Dominion companies.

For more information, visit thBominion FoundatiomndClearWater Conservancy
websites.

Outdoor Task Force Submits Findings, Recommendations to Goveor

The 16-member task force named to develop key recommenditistiengthen the bond
between citizens and the natural world is proposing tlabdlestment of &overnor's
Commission on People and Outdoor Connectian®ong other recommendations
submitted this week in its 40-page report to Gov. Rendell.
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The Governor named the task force last summer aftmig a two-day conference
in March 2007 that studied the trends, ideas and soluticatsgeto the growing
disconnect between citizens and the outdoors.

The group was led by co-chairs Doug Austen, executivetdiretthe Fish and
Boat Commission, and Caren Glotfelty, director oféhgironmental program for The
Heinz Endowments.

"We knew we had an important, yet challenging task: toectwgether as a diverse
group and, within a short period of time, develop ideas aswhmmendations on a topic
that affects the future well-being of this state,” gaudten.

Glotfelty said the task force members look forwarddotimuing their leadership
role through discussions with the governor, other eleafigdals and community leaders.
"We are proud of what the task force has accomplishebwarook forward to making
the case for a new commission so that it can begacton the ideas and
recommendations in this report,” said Glotfelty.

The report summarizes the findings of the conferendelanfive public gatherings
that followed last spring and summer. More than 500 peopladad input and ideas,
which were then formulated into key themes and recordatems by the task force.

In addition to the recommendation of a commissiba,task force suggested 42
other action items worthy of further pursuit by the consiois, government agencies,
organizations, businesses and educational institutions.

"We knew the Outdoor Conference was only the start ofvtiné to address the
trends that show citizens, and especially children, ngdospend as much time
connecting with the outdoors," said Michael DiBerardisecretary of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources, whose agency asegedby the governor to
oversee the conference and post-conference activilibis feport helps to continue the
conversation about how to protect and enhance those ¢mmse@nd in the process build
good stewards of our natural resources. | congratulataskdorce for its commitment
and service and a job well-done."

Other members of the task force were: Kathleen Paaettdr, Pennsylvania
Center for Environmental Education; H. Eric Martin, owrwilderness Voyageurs; Gary
San Julian, professor of wildlife resources, Pennsylatate University; Bob Griffith,
executive director, Pennsylvania Recreation and Park SpRietyard Butler, executive
director, Three Rivers Rowing Association; Carl Ro@cetive director, Pennsylvania
Game Commission; Mark McLaughlin, director, Shavers KCE®/ironmental Center;
Matt Ehrhart, Pennsylvania executive director, Chesapeakd-Bundation; Ben Moyer,
journalist and author, Pennsylvania Outdoor Writers AssociaBeth Olanoff, policy
director, Pennsylvania Department of Education; Allison Toppercutive director,
Pennsylvania Advocates for Nutrition and Activity; Lori Kian, assistant director for
programs, U.S. Forest Service at Grey Towers Natidisbric Site; Lee Steadman,
director of arts and humanities, Stairways Behavioedllth; and Fran Rodriguez, chief of
staff for Rep. P. Michael Sturla

For more information, visit th€overnor's Commission on People and Outdoor
Connections webpage
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Game Commission Seeks Citizen Advisory Committee Voluntegr

The Game Commission is calling for nominations of etz willing to participate in one
of five Citizen Advisory Committeeto help gather input related to the deer management
goal of reducing deer-human conflict in five Wildlife Managt Units in 2009.

Those WMUs identified for next year are: WMU 1A, whodnsists of all of
Mercer and Lawrence counties and parts of Crawfordaki@m, Butler and Beaver
counties; WMU 2E, comprising parts of Jefferson, Indi&laarfield and Cambria
counties; WMU 3A, comprising parts of McKean, Potter, Tiagd Bradford counties;
WMU 4A, comprising parts of Blair, Huntingdon, Bedford, Bultand Franklin counties;
and WMU 5B, which consist of part of Adams, Cumberland, Dayphtgbanon, Berks,
York, Lancaster and Chester counties.

Nominations are due September 15.

All nominations will be compiled and presented to the Gawes Office of
Administration Bureau of Management Consulting, whib imterview potential
candidates, make final selections of participants antitéeithe meetings. The Game
Commission does not participate in the selection psy@sl there is no guarantee that
any nominee will be selected or even contacted fortamnview.

"Citizens will serve as representatives of speciti&sholder groups and work with
other stakeholders to provide a deer population recommendatieach WMU," said Carl
G. Roe, Game Commission executive director. "CAC menendations then will be
considered by Game Commission personnel - along with todgaf deer health, forest
habitat health and deer population trends - when makingnazesige ment
recommendations to the Board of Game Commissioners.

"We are looking for nominees that are fair and open-ntindave good
interpersonal skills; are not holding office in orgatimas related to the stakeholder group
they are seeking to represent; and are willing to caligett from members of the
stakeholder group they represent outside of formal Qitdadvisory Committee meetings."

Roe noted that the Board of Commissioners retainautierity to make final deer
management decisions. "The purpose of the CACs is bergaiput related to the deer
management goal of reducing deer-human conflict,” Roe said.

The objectives of CACs include providing an opportunity fer Game
Commission to understand stakeholder values regarding deagaraent; an opportunity
for stakeholders to interact with one another; an dppiy for stakeholders to have direct
input concerning deer management goals that ultimately afldeennsylvanians; and an
opportunity for the Game Commission to inform stakehslde the mission of the Game
Commission, complexities of deer management, and theriarpe of proper
management.

Stakeholder groups needing representation in all CACspéx¢dhere noted, are:
sportsmen-resident; sportsman-nonresident (WMUs 3A andA® only); business-
direct impact (such as taxidermists and processorshdmssindirect impact (such as
sporting goods stores, hotels or restaurants); forest ingdustay non-farm landowner;
homeowners in developed areas; highway safety agentcpaibtl owner; conservationist;
agriculture-nurseries/orchards; and agriculture-livestosk/ceops.

With the exception of the non-resident sportsmeWwMUs 3A and 4A, nominees
must live in the WMU in which they apply and must cortgl@ CAC Nomination Form to
be considered.
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Visit the Game CommissionGitizen Advisory Committees webpatgedownload
a nomination form or contact the Game Commissiofildt787-5529.

Fish and Boat Commission Leadership Elected, Trout Rulelodified

The Fish and Boat Commission this week voted to allogleas to fish in lakes and ponds
approved agear-round trout watemithout possessing a trout/salmon permit, as long as
anglers are not fishing for trout or salmon. Commissisalso voted to open 31 additional
approved trout waters to year-round fishing.

The changes to the lake and pond regulations were madeeafealandividuals
submitted public comments noting that anglers often fiskd waters for species other
than trout. Both changes will take effect January 1, 2009.

At the start of the meeting, Commissioners Leonardic¢hvar and Thomas C.
Shetterly were elected President and Vice Presidepiectgely, of the PFBC. New
Commissioner Norman Gavlick, of Kingston, was alscomticed. He was appointed by
Gov. Rendell to serve as the Seventh District Comanss.

In other action, the Commission voted to add regulatiomfisrther restrict the
interstate sale, introduction and transportation &f $issceptible to the infectious disease
viral hemorrhagic septicemia, or VHS.

Outdoor enthusiasts in Erie County will have more oppdiaso fish, boat, and
hike with the Commission action to approve a cooperagveeament with North East
Township that commits $43,000 for the acquisition of an aceasement located on 20-
mile Creek, a popular steelhead fishing location.

The Commission also:

* Approved restrictions on nighttime fishing on a sectiolMainut Creek, Erie County;

» Adopted amendments to Fish and Boat Code Section 63.8 (basglrossbows,
Spears, and Gigs) to allow catfish to be harvestell @oamonwealth waters by
longbows and arrows, not just the Delaware River;

» Adopted astatement of policy on wind powend

* Approved the publication of notice of proposed rulemaking t@wensmallmouth
buffalo, longhead darter, and channel darter from tfeataned species list and river
redhorse and longnose gar from the candidate spedcies lis

The complete agenda is available atfreh and Boat Commission website

Vote for the Winner of the Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Coaxt

The U.S. Environmental Protection Aging Initiative, in parship with Generations
United and the Rachel Carson Council Inc., invites the ptblote for their favorite
submissions for thEecond Annual Rachel Carson Sense of Wolntergenerational
Poetry, Essay and Photography Contest.

The deadline for voting is September 15 and the winnerse/éinnounced in
October.

A panel of judges has selected the finalists in fourgoates: photography, essay,
poetry, or mixed media (photography and a poem or essaylist&Snaere selected based
on originality, creativity, use of an intergeneratioteam, and ability to capture a sense of
wonder.
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Pennsylvania’s Rachel Carson is considered to be thedowfithe contemporary
environmental movement through her landmark boSkeht Spring' Using the title of
another of Carson's books, "The Sense of Wonder, aiest sought submissions "that
best express the 'Sense of Wonder' that you feel ahegrving the sea, the night sky,
forests, birds, wildlife, and all that is beautifulyour eyes."

"Through this contest, we are encouraging the youngestldest among us to
recognize wonders and beauty of the natural world," safd Atfninistrator Stephen L.
Johnson.

"This contest is a wonderful tool for connecting peopl®ss generations using an
intergenerational approach to think about and dream ab®wdHd around us. We're
proud to co-sponsor such a unique program in honor of an Aandn&roine," said Donna
Butts, executive director of Generations United.

The contest's intergenerational approach reflects @arstiorts through her
writing to have adults share with children a sense of wosaldeut nature and help them
discover its joys.

More information and to vote, visit tli&econd Annual Rachel Carson Sense of
Wonder webpageAnd visit theRachel Carson Homestead websdidearn more about
this extraordinary Pennsylvanian.

Amanda Stein Wildlands Conservancy Director of Land Conservatiorand Planning

Wildlands Conservancannounced this week Amanda Stein as the new Directaraf
Conservation and Planning.

Stein joined the Conservancy’s team with an extersaeground in the
environmental conservation field. Stein has previouslske at New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation; the epat of Environmental
Conservation as a Hudson River Estuary Biodiversity €atn Coordinator; and Parks and
Recreation Activity Specialist at the New York Statfice of Parks.

“We are very fortunate to have Mandi as part of our manmeent team and look
forward to the land conservation and planning department ggowinew levels,” says
Scott J. Cope, chief program officer. “In her relavghort tenure with us she continues
to work strategically, demonstrate her passion for ggasen, and easily recognizes the
critical issues we face on a daily basis and offers kegponses.”

In her new role, Stein will manage the land conseswgprogram by working
collaboratively with local organizations, landowne;porations, donors, and
government agencies to generate interest in securing padlisravate support for
conservation priorities.

She will develop and implement conservation strategieaise legal interest in
land protection and be responsible for obtaining funding thrgughts and contracts.

Spotlight

Conservation Groups Join Chorus of Voices Calling for End of QiSpeculation

Oil market speculation is dramatically driving up oil priced giving consumers a major
pain at the pump, environmental groups said this weeKetter to Congress
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The 14 groups are urging Congress to adopt policies thatiwmiin oil
speculation, restore accountability in the oil commonityrkets, and give Americans
better choices to help reduce energy costs acroseénd.b

The groups include: Alaska Wilderness League, Defenders dfif&il
Earthjustice, Environment America, Gulf Coast EnvirontakDefense, Friends of the
Earth, League of Conservation Voters, National AudubaneBg LegaSea, Sierra Club,
The Wilderness Society, Pacific Environment, Publicz€iti Planning and Conservation
League.

"Americans need real relief, not recycled rhetoricid $&obert Dewey, vice
president for government relationsCatfenders of Wildlife "More oil drilling on
America's coastlines and pristine lands won't save Aaresicnoney - even the Bush
Administration admits that. What we need is to ieithe rampant oil speculation that's
driven prices through the roof."

Last month, Gerry Ramm, an Inland Oil Company seniocutiee, testified before
Congress that "excessive speculation on energy traalgiés is the fuel that is driving
this runaway train in crude oil prices."

Over the past 20 years, the number of speculators wihe dibon paper has
tripled. These speculators buy up large amounts of dikafi it back to each other over
and over again - a single barrel of oil may be trades 80 times before it is actually
used. The resulting inflated oil prices end up penalizing drigethe gas pump.

Closing the so-called "Enron Loophole™ and other sweethieals for speculators
could dramatically reduce the price drivers are paying giuh®, today's letter states.
Americans want to see this solution implemented nower the past week alone, well
over one million Americans have contacted Congressdaest immediate action to
reduce oil price speculation.

"Addressing the problem of oil speculation is a far betesl for the American
public than trading away our coasts and other special pladedp further pad the profits
of Big Oil," said Dewey. "Congress will be considerlagislation to tackle oil speculation
as early as this week, and we're urging our members austadio voice their support for
addressing the issue along with the million-plus Ameriveims have done so already."

Online Video: Stop Oil Speculators Now

Link: Stop Oil Speculators, Send Congress An S.O.S.

Grants & Awards

This section gives you a heads up on upcoming deadlines fds grahfinancial
assistance as well as nominations for awards and i@begnition programsNEW means
from last week—

* August 1—NFWEF Delaware Estuary Watershed Grants Program

* August 1—NPS Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Grant

* August 4—Start Submitting REAP Farm Conservation Tax Credit Aqgions
* August 29—DEP Local Government Greenhouse Gas Reduction Grants

* August 29—NEW. DEP Small Business Advantage Grant Program
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* August 29—EPA Water Efficiency Leaders Awards

* August 29—NEW. PPL Territory Small Business Lighting Energy EfficierRgbate
» First Come, First Served- DEP $500 Hybrid Electric Vehicle Rebate

* September 9—EPA Water Quality Trading Funding Proposals

* September 12—Green Building Alliance Product Innovation Grants

» September 15—-NEW. Vote for Rachel Carson Sense of Wonder Contest Winner
* September 20—Fish & Boat Commission Boating Facilities Grants

* September 24—Coca-Cola, NRC Recycling Bin Grants

* October 1—NEW. Eastern Brook Trout Habitat Grants

* October 3—NEW. NOAA Chesapeake Bay Watershed Education Grants

* October 15—PPL Project Earth Environmental Education Grants

* October 31—PA Resources Council Lens On Litter Photo Contest

Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

Quick Clips

Here’s a selection of NewsClips on environmental tofpms around the state

William D. Lange, Former Member State Conservation @isgion, Passes
Keystone Central School District’'s Environmental CemeDoubt
Green Home Only Natural for Science Teacher
Adopt-A-Highway Volunteers Remove Litter

Editorial: Legislature Must Act to Enable County Recycltfrg@grams
Editorial: County Recycling Programs Shorted

Lebanon GLRA Gives a Hoot About Saving Owls

CPA Group’s Leader Thinks, Acts Green

Officials Seek Regional Land Planning

Bird Atlas Update Shows Positives

Audubon Campers Get to Know Animals on Their Home Turf
Sjolander to Remain Meadville Market Master

DCNR Deer Management Strategy

Exelon to Slash Greenhouse Gases by 2020

Rethinking the Workweek

PPL Offers Sustainable Lighting Rebates for Businesses
Clearfield Planners Get Behind Geothermal Proposal

Another Dentist Uses DEP Loan Program to Reduce Ereogis
Governors Talk of Moving Beyond Corn-Based Ethanol

Will Hybrids Doom Small Repair Shops?

Truckers Hope Green Options Save Green in Wallet

PA Turns Its Eyes Toward the Sun for Energy

Duqguesne University Using Nightly Ice to Cool Campus

Op-Ed: Allowing Choice Keeps Electric Rates Down

Court Asked to Support Local Ordinances Requlating NaturalBBaling
Editorial: Taxpayers Deserve Severance Tax on Gaaixins
Editorial: State’s New Energy Act Responds to SoarinceBr
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Asphalt Costs Soar, Communities Rethink Paving Projects
Rendell Says Infrastructure Repair Up to Governors
Editorial: Rising Oil Prices Could Reverse Sprawl in @l

Watershed NewsClips

Read a sampling of NewsClips on watershed topics froomdr&ennsylvania.

Editorial: Help Needed With Bay Cleanup

Duck Habitat Disappearing

Will It Be Swatara Creek or River?

Lower Stretch of Delaware River Gets Protection Status
Delaware River Gets Special Protections

DRBC Moves to Protect Delaware River

Delaware River States Agree to Water Cooling Plan
Editorial: Help Keep the Delaware Clean

Luzerne Flood Authority May Create Nonprofit for Rivectiities
Mission Done: Mussels Return to Brady's Bend

Future of Trout in State Begins Monday

Mine Water Problems in Palo Alto Go Unanswered

Solar Panels, Plants on Roof

Local Group Gets $2 Million for Sewer Systems

State Grant to Aid Municipal Cooperation on Sewer Upgrade

Regulations

No new regulations were published this weeknnsylvania Bulletin — July 19, 2008

Comment DeadlinesTechnical Guidance (DEP website)

Copies of Proposed Requlations (DEP website)

Status of Regulations, 6-Month Calendar (DEP website)

Technical Guidance & Permits

The Department of Environmental Protectmrblished noticef Nutrient and Sediment
Credit Trading activity.

For copies of Draft Technical Guidance (DEP website)

For copies of Final Technical Guidance (DEP website)
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Calendar of Upcoming Events

Upcoming conferences, meetings, workshops, plus links to ottiee calendars.
Meetings are in Harrisburg unless otherwise ndtéd/V indicates new from last week.
Go To: PA Environment Digest Calendar Page

NEW. Revised Schedule of meetings for DEP Solid Waste AdviSommittee,
Recycling Fund Advisory Committee

July 22—Governor’'s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foreeting. Room 105
Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

July 22—CANCELLED. House Tourism and Recreational Development Committee
hearing on lifeguards at State Parks. Room 140. 1:00.

July 22—NEW. House Environmental Resources and Energy Committemdpean
electric price volatility. Comfort Inn, Pittsburgli:00.

July 22—NEW. Senate Urban Affairs and Housing Committee hearin§erate Bill
1291 (Rhoades-R-Schuylkill) promoting blight reclamatiorch&ylkill County Court
House, Pottsville. 10:00.

July 22—DEP Water Resource Advisory Committaeeting. Room 105 Rachel
Carson Building. 1:00.

July 24—DEP Mining and Reclamation Advisory Boaméeting. DEP Pottsville
Office, 5 West Laurel Blvd., Pottsville. 1:00.

July 24—CANCELLED. DEP Air Quality Technical Advisory Committaaeeting.
Next scheduled meeting is September 18.

July 30—NEW. House Republican Policy Committee hearing on elecite caps and
energy conservation. Montgomery County Community €ga| Pottstown. 11:00.
August 4—CANCELLED. DEP Ohio Water Resources Regional Committee meeting.
(See Act 220 Participation webpage

August 5—CANCELLED. DEP Great Lakes Water Resources Regional Committee
meeting. See Act 220 Participation webpgge

August 7—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foeeting. Room
105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

August 7—DEP Solar Work Group meeting. Second Floor AuditoriuagHel
Carson Building, Harrisburg. 10:00. Contact: Libby Dodson, 7178BI¥ or send
email to:l[dodson@state.pa.us

August 11—CANCELLED. DEP Lower Susquehanna Water Resources Regional
Committee meetingSee Act 220 Participation webpgge

August 20—CANCELLED. DEP Upper/Middle Susquehanna Water Resources
Regional Committee meetings€e Act 220 Participation webpgge

September 3—Governor’s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foeeting.

Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

September 4—DEP Solar Work Group meeting. Second Floor AuditoriRachel
Carson Building, Harrisburg. 10:00. Contact: Libby Dodson, 7178BI¥ or send
email to:l[dodson@state.pa.us

September 9-16-NEW. DEP Citizens Advisory Counciheeting. Best Western
Grand Victorian Inn, Sayre.
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» September 11 Location Change State Board for Certification of Water and
Wastewater Systems Operatwifl now meet on the 12th Floor Conference Room,
Rachel Carson Building. 10:00.

» September 18-Joint Conservation Committee Sewage Management aadigat
Task Force. Penn Stater Conference Center, Staeg€010:00.

» September 19—-CANCELLED. DEP Potomac Water Resources Regional Committee
meeting. See Act 220 Participation webpgge

* September 23—Governor’'s Sustainable Water Infrastructure Task Foneeting.

Room 105 Rachel Carson Building. 9:30.

DEP Calendar of Events

Environmental Education Workshop/Training Calendar
(courtesyPA Center for Environmental Educaton

Senate Committee ScheduleHouse Committee Schedule

You can watch th&enate Floor Sessi@andHouse Floor Sessidive online.

Stories Invited

Send your stories about environmental issues, progransogitt/e actions téA
Environment Digest - DHess@CrisciAssociates.coor go to
www.PaEnvironmentDigest.com

PA Environment Digest is edited by David E. Hess, former Secretary Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection, and is publishedsasvéce to the clients of
Crisci Associates and the public. Crisci AssociatesHiarrisburg-based government and
public affairs firm whose clients include Fortune 500 comggmand non-profit
organizations. For more information on Crisci Assagacall 717-234-1716. All rights
reserved.

Supporting Member PA Outdoor Writers Assn./PA Trout Unlimited

PA Environment Digest is a supporting member of tRennsylvania Outdoor Writers
Association Pennsylvania Trout Unlimitednd theDoc Fritchey Chapter Trout Unlimited
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